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12th October 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear President,  
 
 
 
RED CELL SHORTAGE - ENGLAND  
AMBER ALERT NOTICE ON 12 OCTOBER 2022 
 

NHS Blood and Transplant’s red cell stock levels are low, and these levels have reached the threshold 
at which an Amber alert has been issued. 

 

NHSBT will remove the alert once they are confident that stocks have reached a sustainable level but 
expect the alert will continue for at least four weeks. 

 

NHSBT is asking hospitals to:  

• Use the EBMA checklist 

• Implement their Emergency Blood Management Arrangements for an Amber shortage status and 
continue to consider transfusion for only those patients in categories one and two of the NBTC 
red cell shortage plan.  

• Use alternatives to transfusion where appropriate.  

o Treat haematinic deficiencies with the appropriate supplement (iron, B12 or folate), unless 
the patient has haemodynamic compromise. 

o Treat patients who are expected to lose more than 500mls of blood during surgery with 
tranexamic acid, which reduces blood loss by 25%. 

o Use intra‑operative cell salvage with tranexamic acid for patients who are expected to lose 
a very high volume of blood (for example in cardiac and complex vascular surgery, major 
obstetric procedures, and pelvic reconstruction and scoliosis surgery). 

• Use a restrictive red cell transfusion threshold, haemoglobin of 70 g/L unless patient is bleeding, 
has acute coronary syndrome, or is on a chronic transfusion programme. 

• Don’t proceed with elective surgery in patients with anaemia until it has been properly diagnosed 
and treated. 

 

• Postpone elective surgery which is likely to require donor blood support (FSSA surgical 
prioritisation category P4 procedures that are likely to require blood components). 

https://www.transfusionguidelines.org/document-library/documents/ebma-checklist-version-4/download-file/2223%200235%20EBMA%20checklist%20v4.pdf
https://www.transfusionguidelines.org/uk-transfusion-committees/national-blood-transfusion-committee/responses-and-recommendations
https://www.transfusionguidelines.org/uk-transfusion-committees/national-blood-transfusion-committee/responses-and-recommendations
https://fssa.org.uk/_userfiles/pages/files/covid19/prioritisation_master_28_01_22.pdf


   
 

   
 

• Ensure early pre-assessment of patients in categories P1-3, check haematinic status and treat 
deficiencies with appropriate supplement. 

• Ensure arrangements are in place to respond to any potential future red status alert. 

 

Your faithfully, 
 
 

 
 

  

Dr Farrukh Shah                                                       Professor Cheng-Hock Toh  
Medical Director-Transfusion                                  Consultant Haematologist  
NHS Blood and Transplant                                      Chair, NBTC  
 

 

 

 


