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Guidelines on Autopsy Practice  

Scenario 5: Maternal death 
 

Updates made August 2005 
1.  Pathology encountered: Direct and Indirect maternal death lists of causes of death expanded. 
2. Additional tissue sampling for specific genetic studies. 

 
 
The role of the autopsy=
=

qç=áÇÉåíáÑó=íÜÉ=é~íÜçäçÖáÉë=áå=íÜÉ=é~íáÉåí=~åÇ=ÅçåíêáÄìíÉ=ÅêáíáÅ~ääó=íç=íÜÉ=ÅäáåáÅçé~íÜçäçÖáÅ~ä=
Éî~äì~íáçå=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÇÉ~íÜK==
=
=
Pathology encountered at the autopsy 
=

aÉ~íÜë=êÉä~íÉÇ=íç=éêÉÖå~åÅó=~êÉ=Å~íÉÖçêáëÉÇ=áåíçW==

• ÇáêÉÅí=Ó=íÜÉ=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=áë=Å~ìëÉÇ=Äó=ÄÉáåÖ=éêÉÖå~åí=~åÇLçê=ÇÉäáîÉêáåÖ=~=Ä~Äó=
• áåÇáêÉÅí=Ó=~=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=ìåêÉä~íÉÇ=íç=éêÉÖå~åÅó=ÇáêÉÅíäóI=Äìí=Éñ~ÅÉêÄ~íÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=éÜóëáÅ~ä=~ëéÉÅíë=çÑ=

éêÉÖå~åÅó=~åÇLçê=ÇÉäáîÉêó=
• ÅçáåÅáÇÉåí~ä=Ó=~=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=éÜóëáÅ~ääó=ìåêÉä~íÉÇ=íç=éêÉÖå~åÅóK=
=
qÜÉ=ã~àçê=ÉåíáíáÉë=áåÅäìÇÉ=íÜÉ=ÑçääçïáåÖK=
=
• aáêÉÅí=

NK= qÜêçãÄçëáë=~åÇ=éìäãçå~êó=íÜêçãÄçÉãÄçäáëã=
OK= eóéÉêíÉåëáîÉ=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=çÑ=éêÉÖå~åÅó=EÉÅä~ãéëá~I=éêÉJÉÅä~ãéëá~F=
PK= ebiim=ëóåÇêçãÉ=EÜ~ÉãçäóëáëI=ÉäÉî~íÉÇ=äáîÉê=ÉåòóãÉëI=äçï=éä~íÉäÉíëF=
QK= e~ÉãçêêÜ~ÖÉ=
RK= qÜêçãÄçíáÅ=íÜêçãÄçÅóíçé~ÉåáÅ=éìêéìê~JÜ~ÉãçäóíáÅ=ìê~ÉãáÅ=ëóåÇêçãÉ=
SK= ^ãåáçíáÅ=ÑäìáÇ=ÉãÄçäáëã=
TK= b~êäó=éêÉÖå~åÅó=ÇÉ~íÜë=

~K= bÅíçéáÅ=
ÄK= péçåí~åÉçìë=ãáëÅ~êêá~ÖÉ=
ÅK= iÉÖ~ä=íÉêãáå~íáçå=
ÇK= líÜÉê=EÉKÖK=íÉêãáå~íáçå=áåÇìÅÉÇ=Äó=åçåJãÉÇáÅ~ä=éÉêëçååÉäF=

UK= dÉåáí~ä=íê~Åí=ëÉéëáë=
VK= líÜÉê=ÇáêÉÅí=Å~ìëÉë=

~K= dÉåáí~ä=íê~Åí=íê~ìã~=
ÄK= c~ííó=äáîÉê=
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NMK= ^å~ÉëíÜÉíáÅ=
NNK= ^áê=ÉãÄçäáëã=
NOK= `ÜçêáçÅ~êÅáåçã~I=ÜóÇ~íáÇáÑçêã=ãçäÉ=
NPK= lÖáäîáÉÛë=ëóåÇêçãÉ=EéëÉìÇçJçÄëíêìÅíáçå=çÑ=ä~êÖÉ=ÄçïÉäFK=

=
• fåÇáêÉÅí=

NK= `~êÇá~Å=
~K= `çåÖÉåáí~ä=ÜÉ~êí=äÉëáçå=ïáíÜ=éìäãçå~êó=ÜóéÉêíÉåëáçå=
ÄK= ^ÅèìáêÉÇ=Å~êÇá~Å=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=

OK= eóéÉêíÉåëáçå=
PK= líÜÉê=Å~êÇáçî~ëÅìä~ê=

~K=ÇáëëÉÅíáçå=çÑ=~çêí~=
ÄK=ÇáëëÉÅíáçå=çÑ=Åçêçå~êó=~êíÉêó=

QK= mëóÅÜá~íêáÅI=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=ëìáÅáÇÉ=êÉä~íÉÇ=íç=éêÉÖå~åÅó=~åÇ=ÇÉäáîÉêó=
RK= béáäÉéëó=
SK= j~äáÖå~åí=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=ïçêëÉåÉÇ=Äó=éêÉÖå~åÅó=EÄêÉ~ëíI=ÅÉêîáñF=
TK= líÜÉê=

~K= efsL^fap==
ÄK= páÅâäÉ=ÅÉää=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=
ÅK= `çååÉÅíáîÉ=íáëëìÉ=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=
ÇK= aá~ÄÉíÉë=ãÉääáíìë=
ÉK= ^åó=çíÜÉê=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí=ÅäáåáÅçé~íÜçäçÖáÅ~ä=ÅçåÇáíáçåK=

=
• `çáåÅáÇÉåí~ä=

NK= aÉ~íÜ=Äó=çïå=Ü~åÇë=EëìáÅáÇÉF=áÑ=ìåêÉä~íÉÇ=íç=éêÉÖå~åÅó=
OK= líÜÉê=ã~äáÖå~åí=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=
PK= píêçâÉ=EÉ~êäó=áå=éêÉÖå~åÅóF=
QK= oç~Ç=~ÅÅáÇÉåí=
RK= eçãáÅáÇÉ=
SK= qçñáÅLáääáÅáí=ÇêìÖ=çîÉêÇçëÉ=
TK= ^åó=çíÜÉê=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí=ÅäáåáÅçé~íÜçäçÖáÅ~ä=ÅçåÇáíáçåK=

=
qÜÉëÉ= ÇÉ~íÜë= ~êÉ= ÑìêíÜÉê= ëìÄJÅä~ëëáÑáÉÇ= áåíç= Úb~êäó= ÇÉ~íÜëÛ= Eìé= íç= QO= Ç~óë= ÑçääçïáåÖ= ~ÄçêíáçåI=
ãáëÅ~êêá~ÖÉ= çê= ÇÉäáîÉêóF= ~åÇ= Úi~íÉ= ÇÉ~íÜëÛ= EãçêÉ= íÜ~å= QO= Ç~óë= íç= çåÉ= óÉ~ê= ÑçääçïáåÖ= ~ÄçêíáçåI=
ãáëÅ~êêá~ÖÉ=çê=ÇÉäáîÉêóFK==
=
 
Specific health and safety aspects 
=

kçåÉI=Äìí=åçíÉ=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=éêçéçêíáçå=çÑ=ãçíÜÉêë=áå=íÜÉ=rh=ïÜç=~êÉ=efsJáåÑÉÅíÉÇ=áë=áåÅêÉ~ëáåÖK=
=
=
Clinical information relevant to the autopsy 
 
• ^ää=ÅäáåáÅ~ä=áåÑçêã~íáçå=çå=é~ëí=éêÉÖå~åÅó=Üáëíçêó=~åÇ=éêÉëÉåí=éêÉÖå~åÅó=áë=êÉèìáêÉÇK==

• `äáåáÅ~ä=~åÇ=ÇêìÖ=áåÑçêã~íáçå=çå=éêÉJÉñáëíáåÖ=ãÉÇáÅ~ä=ÅçåÇáíáçåëK=

• c~ãáäó=Üáëíçêó=çÑ=íÜêçãÄçÉãÄçäáëãK=

• qÜÉ=ÑÉí~äLåÉçå~í~ä=áåÑçêã~íáçå=áë=~äëç=êÉäÉî~åíK==

• qÜÉ=Å~ëÉ=ëÜçìäÇ=ÄÉ=ÇáëÅìëëÉÇ=~í=íÜÉ=íáãÉ=~åÇ=éä~ÅÉ=çÑ=~ìíçéëó=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=êÉäÉî~åí=çÄëíÉíêáÅá~åë=
~åÇ=ÅäáåáÅá~åëI=íç=Éëí~ÄäáëÜ=íÜÉ=ã~àçê=éêçÄäÉãëK==
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The autopsy procedure  
=

cìää=~ìíçéëó=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=é~íÜçäçÖáëí=éêÉëÉåí=~í=íÜÉ=ÉîáëÅÉê~íáçåK==
=
=
Specific significant organ systems 
=

• eÉ~êí=Ó=ã~äÑçêã~íáçåX=~ÅèìáêÉÇ=ÇáëÉ~ëÉI=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=ÜóéÉêíÉåëáçåX=~áê=ÉãÄçäáëãK=

• ^êíÉêá~ä=ëóëíÉã=Ó=~åÉìêóëãëI=~çêíáÅ=ÇáëëÉÅíáçåK=

• iìåÖ=Ó=~ãåáçíáÅ=ÑäìáÇ=ÉãÄçäáëã=EÜáÖÜ=jt=ÅóíçâÉê~íáå=ã~êâÉêë=ìëÉÑìäFI=íÜêçãÄçÉãÄçäáëãI==
ëÜçÅâ=äìåÖK=

• _ê~áå=Ó=Ü~ÉãçêêÜ~ÖÉ=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=ëíêçâÉëX=ÅçåëáÇÉê=tÉêåáÅâÉÛë=ÉåÅÉéÜ~äçé~íÜóK=

• ríÉêìë=~åÇ=ÖÉåáí~ä=íê~ÅíW=
Ó= é~êíáÅìä~ê=~ííÉåíáçå=íç=éçëëáÄäÉ=íê~ìã~=
Ó== Ñ~ääçéá~å=íìÄÉ=~åÇ=çî~êó=áå=Å~ëÉë=çÑ=ÉÅíçéáÅ=éêÉÖå~åÅóK=

• mä~ÅÉåí~=Ó=ëí~åÇ~êÇ=Éñ~ãáå~íáçåK=

• _çåÉ=ã~êêçïI=ÑÉãçê~ä=äçåÖ=ÄçåÉI=~åÇ=ëéäÉÉå=áÑ=ëáÅâäÉ=ÅÉää=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=EëÉÉ=pÅÉå~êáç=OW=Ú^ìíçéëó=Ñçê=
ëáÅâäÉ=ÅÉää=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=~åÇ=ëáÅâäÉ=íê~áíÛFK=

=
=
Organ retention 
 
fÑ=íê~ìã~=íç=íÜÉ=ìíÉêçJÅÉêîáñ=~åÇ=éÉäîáÅ=~êÉ~=áë=~=Ñ~ÅíçêI=ÅçåëáÇÉê=êÉí~áåáåÖ=~ää=íÜÉ=éÉäîáÅ=îáëÅÉê~=Ñçê=
áåëéÉÅíáçå=Äó=êÉÑÉêÉÉ=é~íÜçäçÖáëíë=~åÇ=ÅäáåáÅá~åëK=
=
=
Recommended minimum blocks for histological examination – best practice  
 
• iìåÖI=ÄçíÜK=

• eÉ~êíK=

• iáîÉêK=

• háÇåÉóK=

• _ê~áåK=

• ríÉêìëK=

• mä~ÅÉåí~K=
=
=
Other samples that may be required  
 
• _äççÇ=ÅìäíìêÉ=Ñçê=Ä~ÅíÉê~Éãá~K=

• dÉåáí~ä=íê~Åí=ãáÅêçÄáçäçÖóK=

• cêÉëÜ=íáëëìÉ=Ñçê=ÖÉåÉíáÅ=ëíìÇáÉë=áÑ=~çêíáÅ=ÇáëëÉÅíáçå=EÉKÖK=ëìëéÉÅíÉÇ=j~êÑ~åÛëI=bÜäÉêëJa~åäçë=
ëóåÇêçãÉëFK=

• oÉîáÉï=çÑ=íÜÉ=é~íÜçäçÖó=çÑ=~åó=éêÉîáçìë=ëìêÖáÅ~ä=êÉëÉÅíáçå=ëéÉÅáãÉåë=çÑ=êÉäÉî~åÅÉ=íç==
íÜÉ=éêÉÖå~åÅóK=

 
 
The clinicopathological summary 
 
qÜáë=ãìëí=ÄÉ=ÅçãéêÉÜÉåëáîÉI=íç=~ëëáëí=íÜÉ=ÅäáåáÅ~ä=íÉ~ãI=íÜÉ=`çêçåÉê=EáÑ=~=ãÉÇáÅçäÉÖ~ä=~ìíçéëóFI=~åÇ=
`bj^`e= E`çåÑáÇÉåíá~ä= båèìáêó= áåíç= j~íÉêå~ä= ~åÇ= `ÜáäÇ= eÉ~äíÜF= áå= ~ìÇáíK= fí= ã~ó= ÄÉ=
ëíê~áÖÜíÑçêï~êÇ=çê=ÅçãéäÉñX= áí=ã~ó=çåäó=ÄÉ=Ñçêãìä~íÉÇ=~ÑíÉê=~=ãìäíáÇáëÅáéäáå~êó=ãÉÉíáåÖ=ïáíÜ=EÑçê=
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Éñ~ãéäÉF=íÜÉ=çÄëíÉíêáÅá~åI=éÜóëáÅá~å=Åçåëìäí~åí=Ñçê=éêÉÖå~åÅóI=Å~êÇáçäçÖáëíI=áåíÉåëáîáëíI=~å~ÉëíÜÉíáëí=
~åÇ=ãáÇïáÑÉLåìêëáåÖ=íÉ~ãK==
=
aÉÅáÇÉ=ïÜÉíÜÉê=íÜÉ=ÇÉ~íÜ=áë=ÇáêÉÅíI=áåÇáêÉÅí=çê=ÅçáåÅáÇÉåí~ä=áå=êÉä~íáçå=íç=íÜÉ=éêÉÖå~åÅóK=
=
kçíÉ=íÜ~í=ã~íÉêå~ä=ÇÉ~íÜ=~ìíçéëó=êÉéçêíë=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=rh=ïáää=ÄÉ=ëÅêìíáåáëÉÇ=Äó=`bj^`eK=
=
=
Specimen cause of death opinions/statements 
=

N~K== j~ëëáîÉ=ìíÉêáåÉ=Ü~ÉãçêêÜ~ÖÉ=
NÄK== oÉÅÉåí=î~Öáå~ä=ÇÉäáîÉêó=~í=QM=ïÉÉâë=ÖÉëí~íáçå=
=
N~K== ^ãåáçíáÅ=ÑäìáÇ=ÉãÄçäáëã=
NÄK== `~Éë~êá~å=ëÉÅíáçå=ÇÉäáîÉêó=~í=PU=ïÉÉâë=ÖÉëí~íáçå=çå=ññLññLññ=xáåëÉêí=Ç~íÉz=
=
N~K== `~êÇáçJêÉëéáê~íçêó=Ñ~áäìêÉ=
NÄK== iìéìë=ÉêóíÜÉã~íçëìë=äìåÖ=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=
OK== mêÉÖå~åÅóI=ÇÉäáîÉêÉÇ=ëéçåí~åÉçìëäó=~í=OU=ïÉÉâë=ÖÉëí~íáçå=
=
N~K==== pÉéíáÅ=ëÜçÅâ=ÇìÉ=íç=dêçìé=^=píêÉéíçÅçÅÅ~ä=áåÑÉÅíáçå=
NÄK====dÉåáí~ä=íê~Åí=ëÉéëáë=ÑçääçïáåÖ=ÇÉäáîÉêó=~í=íÉêã=éêÉÖå~åÅó=
=
N~K== iáîÉê=Ñ~áäìêÉ=
NÄK== c~ííó=äáîÉê=ÇìÉ=íç=~åíáJêÉíêçîáê~ä=íÜÉê~éó=~åÇ=éêÉÖå~åÅó=EPR=ïÉÉâë=ÖÉëí~íáçåF=
OK== efs=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=

=
N~K== mìäãçå~êó=ÜóéÉêíÉåëáçå=
NÄK== `çåÖÉåáí~ä=îÉåíêáÅìä~ê=ëÉéí~ä=ÇÉÑÉÅí=ïáíÜ=êÉîÉêëÉÇ=ëÜìåí=
OK======`~Éë~êá~å=ëÉÅíáçå=ÇÉäáîÉêó=~í=PQ=ïÉÉâë=ÖÉëí~íáçå=çå=ññLññLññ=xáåëÉêí=Ç~íÉz=
=
N~K=== ^ÅìíÉ=éìäãçå~êó=ÜóéÉêíÉåëáçå=
NÄK== aáëëÉãáå~íÉÇ=Å~êÅáåçã~=çÑ=íÜÉ=äìåÖ=
OK==== oÉÅÉåí=ÇÉäáîÉêó=~í=íÉêã=
 
=
References 
 
jáääï~êÇJp~ÇäÉê=deK=m~íÜçäçÖó=çÑ=ã~íÉêå~ä=ÇÉ~íÜëK=fåW=háêâÜ~ã=kI=pÜÉéÜÉêÇ=k=EÉÇáíçêëFK=mêçÖêÉëë=
áå=m~íÜçäçÖóI=sçäìãÉ=SK=ééK=NSPÓNURK=içåÇçåW=dêÉÉåïáÅÜ=jÉÇáÅ~ä=jÉÇá~=iíÇI=OMMPK=

qÜÉ=oçó~ä=`çääÉÖÉ=çÑ=lÄëíÉíêáÅá~åë=~åÇ=dóå~ÉÅçäçÖáëíëKtÜó=jçíÜÉêë=aáÉ=NVVTÓNVVVK=oÉéçêí=Ñêçã=
íÜÉ=`çåÑáÇÉåíá~ä=båèìáêáÉë=áåíç=j~íÉêå~ä=aÉ~íÜ=áå=íÜÉ=rhK=içåÇçåW=o`ld=mêÉëëI=OMMNK==
pÉÉ=ÅÜ~éíÉê=çå=m~íÜçäçÖóK=

qÜÉ=oçó~ä=`çääÉÖÉ=çÑ=lÄëíÉíêáÅá~åë=~åÇ=dóå~ÉÅçäçÖáëíëK=tÜó=jçíÜÉêë=aáÉ=OMMMÓOMMOK=oÉéçêí=
Ñêçã=íÜÉ=`çåÑáÇÉåíá~ä=båèìáêáÉë=áåíç=j~íÉêå~ä=aÉ~íÜë=áå=íÜÉ=rhK=içåÇçåW=o`ld=mêÉëëI=OMMQK==
pÉÉ=ÅÜ~éíÉê=çå=m~íÜçäçÖóK=

cçñ=eK=m~íÜçäçÖó=çÑ=ã~íÉêå~ä=ÇÉ~íÜK=fåW=cçñ=eI=tÉääë=j=EÉÇáíçêëFK=e~áåÉë=C=q~óäçê=lÄëíÉíêáÅ~ä=
~åÇ=dóå~ÉÅçäçÖáÅ~ä=m~íÜçäçÖó=ERíÜ=ÉÇáíáçåFK=bÇáåÄìêÖÜW=`ÜìêÅÜáää=iáîáåÖëíçåÉI=OMMPK=`Ü~éíÉê=QTI=
ééKNRRVÓNRTQK==
=
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