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Guidelines on Autopsy Practice  

Scenario 6: Deaths associated with epilepsy 

=
=
The role of the autopsy 
=
• qç=Éëí~ÄäáëÜ=íÜ~í=ÉéáäÉéëó=Ü~ë=Å~ìëÉÇ=çê=ÅçåíêáÄìíÉÇ=íçW=

Ó= ÇÉ~íÜ=~ë=~=êÉëìäí=çÑ=ëí~íìë=ÉéáäÉéíáÅìë==
Ó= ÇÉ~íÜ=~ë=~=êÉëìäí=çÑ=~å=~ÅÅáÇÉåí=ÇìêáåÖ=~=ëÉáòìêÉ=
Ó= ÇÉ~íÜ=~ë=~=êÉëìäí=çÑ=~ëéáê~íáçå=ÇìêáåÖ=~=ëÉáòìêÉ=
Ó= ÇÉ~íÜ=~ë=~=êÉëìäí=çÑ=ÉéáäÉéëó=íêÉ~íãÉåí=
Ó= ëìÇÇÉå=~åÇ=ìåÉñéÉÅíÉÇ=ÇÉ~íÜ=~ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=ïáíÜ=ÉéáäÉéëó=Eprabm=Ó=ëÉÉ=ÇÉÑáåáíáçå=ÄÉäçïFK=

• qç=ÉñÅäìÇÉ=çíÜÉê=Å~ìëÉë=çÑ=ÇÉ~íÜ=ïÜáÅÜ=ãáÖÜí=ãáãáÅ=prabmI=ÉKÖK=ëìÇÇÉå=Å~êÇá~Å=ÇÉ~íÜK=

• qç=áÇÉåíáÑó=íÜÉ=Å~ìëÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÉéáäÉéëó=áÑ=éêÉëÉåíI=ÉKÖK=åÉìêçé~íÜçäçÖáÅ~ä=äÉëáçåI=~ÅìíÉ=
áåíçñáÅ~íáçåK=

• qç=éêçîáÇÉ=~ÅÅìê~íÉ=Ç~í~=Ñçê=íÜÉ=áåèìáêáÉë=áåíç=íÜÉ=áåÅáÇÉåÅÉ=çÑ=~åÇ=êÉãÉÇá~ä=Ñ~Åíçêë=~êçìåÇ=
ÉéáäÉéëóJ~ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=ÇÉ~íÜëK=

=
=
Pathology encountered at the autopsy 
=
• bñíÉêå~ä=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=çÑ=~=ëÉáòìêÉI=ÉKÖK=áåÅçåíáåÉåÅÉI=íçåÖìÉJÄáíáåÖK=

• fåàìêáÉëI=ÄêìáëÉëI=ÄìêåëI=ÉíÅK=

• _ê~áå=ëïÉääáåÖI=ÑçÅ~ä=Äê~áå=~Äåçêã~äáíáÉëI=ÉKÖK=íìãçìêë=çê=ÅçåíìëáçåëK=

• `~êÇáçãÉÖ~äó=çê=çíÜÉê=Å~êÇá~Å=~Äåçêã~äáíáÉë=íÜ~í=ãáÖÜí=ÄÉ=~ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=ïáíÜ=ëìÇÇÉå=ÇÉ~íÜK=

• mìäãçå~êó=çÉÇÉã~I=~ëéáê~íÉÇ=Ö~ëíêáÅ=ÅçåíÉåíëK=
=
=
Specific health and safety aspects 
=
kçåÉI=ìåäÉëë=ÉéáäÉéëó=ÅçãéäáÅ~íÉë=efs=çê=e`s=áåÑÉÅíáçåëK=
=
=
Clinical information relevant to the autopsy 
=
• aÉí~áäë=çÑ=íóéÉI=Çìê~íáçå=~åÇ=ÑêÉèìÉåÅó=çÑ=ëÉáòìêÉë=~åÇ=~åó=êÉÅÉåí=ÇÉíÉêáçê~íáçå=áå==

ëÉáòìêÉ=ÅçåíêçäK=



• aÉí~áäë=çÑ=~åíáÉéáäÉéíáÅ=ÇêìÖ=êÉÖáãÉë=~åÇ=Åçãéäá~åÅÉK=

• `~ìëÉ=çÑ=ÉéáäÉéëó=~åÇ=jofLbbd=Ç~í~=íç=í~êÖÉí=Äê~áå=íáëëìÉ=ë~ãéäáåÖK=

• aÉí~áäë=çÑ=ÅáêÅìãëí~åÅÉë=ëìêêçìåÇáåÖ=ÇÉ~íÜ=Ó=éçäáÅÉ=éÜçíçÖê~éÜëI=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=çÑ=
áåÅçåíáåÉåÅÉLîçãáíáåÖI=éçëáíáçå=çÑ=ÄçÇóI=ÅáêÅìãëí~åÅÉë=íÜ~í=ãáÖÜí=Ü~îÉ=Å~ìëÉÇ=áåàìêóI=
åìãÄÉê=çÑ=í~ÄäÉíë=áå=ÄçííäÉë=~åÇ=Ç~íÉë=çÑ=éêÉëÅêáÄáåÖLÇçëÉëI=ÉóÉJïáíåÉëë=~ÅÅçìåíëK=

• ^åó=çíÜÉê=êÉäÉî~åí=ãÉÇáÅ~ä=áåÑçêã~íáçåI=ÉëéÉÅá~ääó=Üáëíçêó=çÑ=Å~êÇá~Å=ÇáëÉ~ëÉI=~Äåçêã~ä=
b`dëI=Üáëíçêó=çÑ=Çá~ÄÉíÉëI=éêçåÉåÉëë=íç=î~ëçî~Ö~ä=~íí~ÅâëI=Üáëíçêó=çÑ=~äÅçÜçäáëãI=äÉ~êåáåÖ=
ÇáÑÑáÅìäíáÉëI=ÉíÅK=

=
=
The autopsy procedure 
=
NK= açÅìãÉåí~íáçå=çÑ=ÉñíÉêå~ä=áåàìêáÉëI=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=çÑ=áåÅçåíáåÉåÅÉ=~åÇ=íçåÖìÉJÄáíáåÖI=éÉíÉÅÜá~ä=

Ü~ÉãçêêÜ~ÖÉë=áå=ëâáåLÅçåàìåÅíáî~=íç=ëìÖÖÉëí=~ëéÜóñá~I=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=çÑ=ÇáëçêÇÉêëI=ÉKÖK=åÉìêçJ
ÑáÄêçã~íçëáëI=píìêÖÉJtÉÄÉê=ëóåÇêçãÉ=çê=íìÄÉêçìë=ëÅäÉêçëáëI=ïÜáÅÜ=ã~ó=ÄÉ=ÅçãéäáÅ~íÉÇ=Äó=
ÉéáäÉéëóK=

OK= cìää=~ìíçéëóK=

PK= p~ãéäáåÖ=Ñçê=íçñáÅçäçÖó=~åÇ=ÄáçÅÜÉãáëíêó=EëÉÉ=ÄÉäçïFK=
=
=
Specific significant organ systems 
=
• _ê~áåW=ëïÉääáåÖI=ÅçåíìëáçåëI=ÇÉîÉäçéãÉåí~ä=~Äåçêã~äáíáÉëI=íìãçìêëI=ÉíÅK=~ë=Å~ìëÉë=çÑ=ÉéáäÉéëóX=

ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=çÑ=ãÉëá~ä=íÉãéçê~ä=E^ããçåÛë=ÜçêåF=ëÅäÉêçëáë=~åÇ=ÅÉêÉÄÉää~ê=~íêçéÜó=~ë=
ÅçåëÉèìÉåÅÉë=çÑ=ÉéáäÉéëó=~åÇ=áíë=íêÉ~íãÉåíK=

• eÉ~êíW=Å~êÇáçãÉÖ~äóI=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=çÑ=Åçêçå~êó=~êíÉêó=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=çê=çíÜÉê=Å~êÇá~Å=Å~ìëÉë=çÑ=ëìÇÇÉå=
ÇÉ~íÜK=

• iìåÖëW=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=çÑ=éìäãçå~êó=çÉÇÉã~=~åÇLçê=~ëéáê~íáçåK=

• _ä~ÇÇÉêW=áÑ=ÉãéíóI=ã~ó=ëìÖÖÉëí=~=ëÉáòìêÉK=
=
=
Organ retention and brain histopathology 
=
fí=áë=åçí=éçëëáÄäÉ=çê=åÉÅÉëë~êó=Ñçê=ëéÉÅá~äáëí=åÉìêçé~íÜçäçÖáëíë=íç=éÉêÑçêã=~ää=íÜÉ=~ìíÜçêáòÉÇ=
~ìíçéëáÉë=çå=é~íáÉåíë=ïáíÜ=ÉéáäÉéëóI=Äìí=áí=áë=ÄÉëí=éê~ÅíáÅÉ=Ñçê=~=ëéÉÅá~äáëí=íç=ÄÉ=áåîçäîÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=
áåíÉêéêÉí~íáçå=çÑ=íÜÉ=åÉìêçé~íÜçäçÖóK==
=
• qÜÉ=Å~ëÉ=ëÜçìäÇ=ÄÉ=ã~ÇÉ=Ñçê=ïÜçäÉ=Äê~áå=êÉíÉåíáçå=~åÇ=Ñáñ~íáçå=Ñçê=OÓP=ïÉÉâëI=~åÇ=êÉÑÉêê~ä=

íç=~=åÉìêçé~íÜçäçÖó=ÅÉåíêÉK==

• fÑ=íÜ~í=áë=åçí=éÉêãáííÉÇI=íÜÉ=åÉñí=ÄÉëí=éêçÅÉëë=áë=íç=Ñáñ=Äê~áå=Åçêçå~ä=ëäáÅÉë=Ñçê=ëÉîÉê~ä=Ç~óëI=
~ÅÅìê~íÉäó=ÇçÅìãÉåí=íÜÉ=Öêçëë=~ééÉ~ê~åÅÉë=çÑ=íÜÉ=Äê~áå=EáÇÉ~ääó=ïáíÜ=éÜçíçÖê~éÜóF=~åÇ=íÜÉå=
ë~ãéäÉ=Ñçê=Üáëíçé~íÜçäçÖóK=qÜÉ=ëäáÅÉë=ã~ó=ÄÉ=êÉÑÉêêÉÇ=íç=íÜÉ=åÉìêçé~íÜçäçÖó=ÅÉåíêÉK==

• fÑ=ÉîÉå=íÜ~í=áë=åçí=éÉêãáííÉÇI=áí=áë=ÉëëÉåíá~ä=íÜ~í=ëã~ääÉê=ë~ãéäÉë=ÄÉ=ëÉäÉÅíÉÇI=ÑáñÉÇ=~åÇ=
íêáããÉÇ=Ñçê=Üáëíçé~íÜçäçÖóI=~åÇ=~=åÉìêçé~íÜçäçÖáëí=Å~å=éêçîáÇÉ=~å=Éî~äì~íáçåK==

=
få=éêÉëëáåÖ=íÜÉ=Å~ëÉ=Ñçê=ïÜçäÉ=Äê~áå=êÉíÉåíáçåI=íÜÉ=áãéçêí~åÅÉ=çÑ=ëìÅÜ=çéíáã~ä=Éñ~ãáå~íáçå=áå=
prabm=Å~ëÉë=EëÉÉ=ÄÉäçïF=ãìëí=ÄÉ=ÉãéÜ~ëáëÉÇK==
=
qÜÉ=ëÅÜÉãÉ=Ñçê=Äê~áå=ëäáÅÉ=ë~ãéäáåÖ=~åÇ=ëã~ää=ë~ãéäÉ=ëÉäÉÅíáçå=áë=éêÉëÉåíÉÇ=áå=içîÉ=EOMMNI=OMMQFK==



få=ëìãã~êóW==

• _ê~áå=Åçêçå~ä=ëäáÅÉëI=NKR=Åã=íÜáÅâW==
~F== àìëí=áå=Ñêçåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=ãáÇÄê~áå=
ÄF== àìëí=ÄÉÜáåÇ=íÜÉ=ãáÇÄê~áåK=qÜÉëÉ=ïáää=áåÅäìÇÉ=íÜÉ=ÅÉêÉÄê~ä=ë~ãéäÉë=áåÇáÅ~íÉÇ=ÄÉäçïK=

• _ê~áå=ëáíÉë=Ñçê=ÜáëíçäçÖó=ë~ãéäáåÖW==
~F= ÅáåÖìä~íÉ=Öóêìë=
ÄF= ÜáééçÅ~ãéìë=~åÇ=é~ê~ÜáééçÅ~ãé~ä=Öóêìë=oHi=
ÅF= ãáÇÇäÉ=Ñêçåí~ä=Öóêìë=
ÇF= ëìéÉêáçê=~åÇ=ãáÇÇäÉ=íÉãéçê~ä=Öóêá=
ÉF= Å~ìÇ~íÉ=åìÅäÉìë=
ÑF= éìí~ãÉå=~åÇ=ÖäçÄìë=é~ääáÇìë=
ÖF= ÅÉêÉÄÉää~ê=îÉêãáë=
ÜF= ÅÉêÉÄÉää~ê=ÜÉãáëéÜÉêÉ=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=ÇÉåí~íÉ=åìÅäÉìë=
áF= ~åó=ã~ÅêçëÅçéáÅ=~Äåçêã~äáíóK=

=
=
Recommended other blocks for histological examination – best practice  
=

• eÉ~êíW=P=is=~åÇ=N=os=ÄäçÅâë=íç=ÉñÅäìÇÉ=áëÅÜ~ÉãáÅ=Ç~ã~ÖÉ=çê=ãóçÅ~êÇáíáëK=

• iìåÖW=ÅçåÑáêãLÉñÅäìÇÉ=çÉÇÉã~L~ëéáê~íáçåK=

• ^åó=çíÜÉê=ã~ÅêçëÅçéáÅ~ääóJ~Äåçêã~ä=çêÖ~åëK=
=
=
Other samples required – best practice 
=
• _äççÇI=ìêáåÉ=~åÇ=Ö~ëíêáÅ=ÅçåíÉåíë=Ñçê=~åíáJÉéáäÉéíáÅ=ÇêìÖI=ÇêìÖë=çÑ=~ÄìëÉ=~åÇ=~äÅçÜçä=

Éëíáã~íáçåëK=

• sáíêÉçìë=Üìãçìê=Ñçê=ÄáçÅÜÉãáëíêóI=áÑ=Üáëíçêó=çÑ=Çá~ÄÉíÉë=çê=çíÜÉê=ãÉí~ÄçäáÅ=ÇáëçêÇÉêK=

• e~áê=Ñçê=~åíáJÉéáäÉéíáÅ=ÇêìÖ=~å~äóëáë=íç=~ëëÉëë=Åçãéäá~åÅÉ=áÑ=áåÇáÅ~íÉÇI=ÉKÖK=~ääÉÖ~íáçåë=çÑ=
ãÉÇáÅ~ä=åÉÖäáÖÉåÅÉ=çê=çÑ=éçëëáÄäÉ=ÜçãáÅáÇÉ=Äó=áå~ééêçéêá~íÉ=ÇêìÖ=~Çãáåáëíê~íáçåK=

• píçêÉ=ÑêÉëÜ=ÑêçòÉå=Äê~áå=íáëëìÉ=Ñçê=ÄáçÅÜÉãáëíêóI=íç=ÄÉ=éÉêÑçêãÉÇ=ä~íÉê=áÑ=Äê~áå=ÜáëíçäçÖó=
ëìÖÖÉëíë=áåÜÉêáíÉÇ=ãÉí~ÄçäáÅ=ÇáëçêÇÉêK=

=
=
The clinicopathological summary 
=
NK= açÅìãÉåí~íáçå=çÑ=~ää=ãçêÄáÇ=~å~íçãáÅ~äI=ÜáëíçäçÖáÅ~ä=~åÇ=íçñáÅçäçÖáÅ~ä=ÑáåÇáåÖëK=

OK= aÉëÅêáéíáçå=çÑ=Üçï=ÉéáäÉéëó=Ü~ë=Å~ìëÉÇ=çê=ÅçåíêáÄìíÉÇ=íç=ÇÉ~íÜI=~åÇ=íÜÉ=~ÉíáçäçÖó=çÑ=íÜÉ=
ÉéáäÉéëóI=áÑ=~ëÅÉêí~áåÉÇK=

=
=
Specimen cause of death opinions/statements 
=
N~K== pìÇÇÉå=~åÇ=ìåÉñéÉÅíÉÇ=ÇÉ~íÜ=áå=ÉéáäÉéëó=EprabmF=

Eprabm=áë=ÇÉÑáåÉÇ=~ë=“ëìÇÇÉåI=ìåÉñéÉÅíÉÇI=ìåïáíåÉëëÉÇ=çê=ïáíåÉëëÉÇI=åçåJíê~ìã~íáÅ=~åÇ=
åçåJÇêçïåáåÖ=ÇÉ~íÜë=áå=é~íáÉåíë=ïáíÜ=ÉéáäÉéëóI=ïáíÜ=çê=ïáíÜçìí=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=Ñçê=~=ëÉáòìêÉI=~åÇ=
ÉñÅäìÇáåÖ=ÇçÅìãÉåíÉÇ=ëí~íìë=ÉéáäÉéíáÅìëI=ïÜÉêÉ=åÉÅêçéëó=Éñ~ãáå~íáçå=ÇçÉë=åçí=êÉîÉ~ä=~=
íçñáÅçäçÖáÅ~ä=çê=~å~íçãáÅ~ä=Å~ìëÉ=çÑ=ÇÉ~íÜKÒF=

=



N~K== aêçïåáåÖ=
NÄK== fÇáçé~íÜáÅ=éêáã~êó=ÖÉåÉê~äáëÉÇ=ÉéáäÉéëó==
OK== eóéÉêíÉåëáîÉ=Å~êÇáçãÉÖ~äó=
=
N~K== aáÑÑìëÉ=ÜóéçñáÅ=Äê~áå=Ç~ã~ÖÉ=
NÄK== pí~íìë=ÉéáäÉéíáÅìë==
NÅK== iÉÑí=Ñêçåí~ä=~ëíêçÅóíçã~K=
=
=
References 
=
NK= _ä~Åâ=jI=dê~Ü~ã=afK=pìÇÇÉå=ÇÉ~íÜ=áå=ÉéáäÉéëóK=`ìêêÉåí=aá~ÖåçëíáÅ=m~íÜçäçÖó=OMMOXUW=

PSRÓPTOK=
=
OK= k~ëÜÉÑ=iI=_êçïå=pK=béáäÉéëó=~åÇ=ëìÇÇÉå=ÇÉ~íÜK=i~åÅÉí=NVVSXPQUWNPOQÓNPORK=
=
PK= içîÉ=p=EÉÇáíçêFK=`ìêêÉåí=qçéáÅë=áå=m~íÜçäçÖóK=sçäìãÉ=VRW=kÉìêçé~íÜçäçÖóK=^=ÖìáÇÉ=Ñçê=

éê~ÅíáëáåÖ=é~íÜçäçÖáëíëK=_ÉêäáåW=péêáåÖÉêJsÉêä~ÖI=OMMNK=^ééÉåÇáñI=ééK=OSTÓOTNK=
=
QK= içîÉ=pK=oÉîáÉïK=mçëíJãçêíÉã=ë~ãéäáåÖ=çÑ=íÜÉ=Äê~áå=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=íáëëìÉë=áå=åÉìêçÇÉÖÉåÉê~íáîÉ=

ÇáëÉ~ëÉK=eáëíçé~íÜçäçÖó=OMMQXQQWPMVJPNTK=Epí~åÇ~êÇ=ë~ãéäáåÖ=ëÅÜÉãÉ=áë=éêÉëÉåíÉÇ=ïáíÜ=
áääìëíê~íáçåëKF=

=
=
=
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=


