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Guidelines on Autopsy Practice  

Scenario 7: Industrial/occupational-related  

lung disease deaths including asbestos 
 
Role of the autopsy 
=
• aÉëÅêáÄÉ=~åÇ=Çá~ÖåçëÉ=~ää=çÅÅìé~íáçå~äLáåÇìëíêá~ä=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=ã~åáÑÉëí~íáçåëK=

• aÉíÉêãáåÉ=íÜÉ=~ÉíáçäçÖóK=

• aÉíÉêãáåÉ=íÜÉ=ÉñíÉåí=~åÇ=ëÉîÉêáíó=çÑ=~åó=çíÜÉê=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=éêÉëÉåí=EíÜ~í=ïçìäÇ=~ÑÑÉÅí=äáÑÉ=
ÉñéÉÅí~åÅó=çê=èì~äáíóFK=qÜáë=ïáää=ÄÉ=í~âÉå=áåíç=~ÅÅçìåí=áå=~ëëÉëëáåÖ=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçå=áÑ=ÇÉ~íÜ=áë=
ÇÉÉãÉÇ=íç=ÄÉ=ÇìÉ=íç=~=éêÉëÅêáÄÉÇ=çÅÅìé~íáçå~äLáåÇìëíêá~ä=ÇáëÉ~ëÉK=

=
=
Pathology encountered at the autopsy 
=
j~ÅêçëÅçéáÅ=Éñ~ãáå~íáçåW=ÇáëÉ~ëÉ=Äó=Åçããçå=~ÉíáçäçÖáÅ~ä=~ÖÉåíëK=
=
^ëÄÉëíçëW=

• éäÉìê~ä=éä~èìÉë=

• ÇáÑÑìëÉ=éäÉìê~ä=ÑáÄêçëáë=EìåáJ=çê=Äáä~íÉê~äI=äçïÉê=òçåÉI=[R=ãã=íÜáÅâI=[çåÉ=íÜáêÇ=çÑ=äìåÖF=

• êçìåÇÉÇ=~íÉäÉÅí~ëáë=

• ÇáÑÑìëÉ=áåíÉêëíáíá~ä=ÑáÄêçëáë=E~ëÄÉëíçëáëF=

• ã~äáÖå~åí=ãÉëçíÜÉäáçã~W=éäÉìê~X=éÉêáíçåÉìãX=éÉêáÅ~êÇáìãX=Öçå~Çë=

• äìåÖ=Å~êÅáåçã~K=
=
páäáÅ~W=

• åçÇìä~ê=ÑáÄêçëáë=ÚÅä~ëëáÅ~ä=ëáäáÅçëáëÛ=

• éêçÖêÉëëáîÉ=ã~ëëáîÉ=ÑáÄêçëáë=ÚÅçãéäáÅ~íÉÇ=ëáäáÅçëáëÛ=

• ~ÅìíÉ=ëáäáÅçéêçíÉáåçëáë=

• ãáñÉÇ=Çìëí=ÑáÄêçëáëW=ëáäáÅ~=éäìë=áåÉêíLïÉ~â=ÑáÄêçÖÉåáÅ=Çìëí=

• íìÄÉêÅìäçëáë=

• äìåÖ=Å~êÅáåçã~K=
=
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`ç~äW=
• ëáãéäÉ=Åç~ä=ïçêâÉêëÛ=éåÉìãçÅçåáçëáë==

Ó== éêáã~êó=Çìëí=ã~ÅìäÉë=Eáãé~äé~ÄäÉF=
Ó= ëÉÅçåÇ~êó=Çìëí=åçÇìäÉë=Eé~äé~ÄäÉF=
Ó= ÇáÑÑìëÉ=áåíÉêëíáíá~ä=ÑáÄêçëáë=

• `çãéäáÅ~íÉÇ=Åç~ä=ïçêâÉêëÛ=éåÉìãçÅçåáçëáë=
Ó= éêçÖêÉëëáîÉ=ã~ëëáîÉ=ÑáÄêçëáë=EäÉëáçåë=[N=ÅãFK=

=
=
Specific health and safety aspects 
=
• pìÄàÉÅíë=ïáíÜ=ëáäáÅçëáë=~êÉ=~í=áåÅêÉ~ëÉÇ=êáëâ=çÑ=íìÄÉêÅìäçëáëK==

• kç=çíÜÉê=~ëéÉÅíëK==
=
=
Clinical information relevant to the autopsy 
=
• qÜÉ=ãÉÇáÅ~ä=êÉÅçêÇë=~åÇ=çÑíÉå=ïáíåÉëë=ëí~íÉãÉåíë=~êÉ=êÉèìáêÉÇ=íç=ÇÉí~áä=íÜÉ=çÅÅìé~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=

ÉåîáêçåãÉåí~ä=ÉñéçëìêÉ=ÜáëíçêáÉëK=cçê=Å~ìë~íáçå=éìêéçëÉëI=áí=áë=áãéçêí~åí=íç=âåçïW=
Ó= íÜÉ=Ç~íÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=~åÇ=ä~ëí=ÉñéçëìêÉ=íç=íÜÉ=Åä~áãÉÇ=~ÉíáçäçÖáÅ~ä=~ÖÉåíEëF=
Ó== àçÄ=ÇÉí~áäë=~åÇ=ÉãéäçóãÉåí=ÜáëíçêáÉëK=qÜáë=~ääçïë=Ñçê=íÜÉ=~ëëÉëëãÉåí=çÑ=Åìãìä~íáîÉ=Çìëí=

ÉñéçëìêÉ=EáåíÉåëáíó=~åÇ=Çìê~íáçåFK=qÜáë=áåÅäìÇÉë=íÜÉ=ÅçãéäÉíÉ=ÅÜêçåçäçÖáÅ~ä=àçÄ=ÇÉí~áäë=
~åÇLçê=çíÜÉê=ÉñéçëìêÉë=Eé~ê~JçÅÅìé~íáçå~äLÇçãÉëíáÅX=ÉåîáêçåãÉåí~äX=~ãÄáÉåíFK==

Ó== Ñçê=ÅÜêçåáÅ=ÑáÄêçíáÅ=~åÇ=åÉçéä~ëíáÅ=ÅçåÇáíáçåëI=ÉñéçëìêÉë=äÉëë=íÜ~å=NR=óÉ~êë=éêáçê=íç=
ÇÉ~íÜ=~êÉ=ìåäáâÉäó=íç=ÄÉ=êÉä~íÉÇ=íç=íÜ~í=éìí~íáîÉ=çê=Åä~áãÉÇ=~ÉíáçäçÖáÅ~ä=~ÖÉåíK=

• pçÅá~ä=Üáëíçêó=~åÇ=ÜçÄÄáÉë=~êÉ=áãéçêí~åí=áå=Å~ëÉë=çÑ=ÉñíêáåëáÅ=~ääÉêÖáÅ=ÄêçåÅÜáçäçJ~äîÉçäáíáëK=

• få=äìåÖ=Å~åÅÉê=Å~ëÉëI=íÜÉ=ëãçâáåÖ=Üáëíçêó=ëÜçìäÇ=ÄÉ=áÇÉåíáÑáÉÇK=

• få=ÇáÑÑìëÉ=áåíÉêëíáíá~ä=ÑáÄêçëáë=EafcF=Å~ëÉëI=ÅäáåáÅ~ä=Üáëíçêó=~åÇ=ÅçìêëÉ=áë=áãéçêí~åíK=
måÉìãçÅçåáçëÉë=ìëì~ääó=Ü~îÉ=~=äçåÖ=ÅäáåáÅ~ä=ÅçìêëÉ=Åçãé~êÉÇ=ïáíÜ=afc=çÑ=ÅêóéíçÖÉåáÅ=
çêáÖáåK==

=
=
The autopsy procedure 
=
`çãéäÉíÉ=éçëí=ãçêíÉãK=

=
=
Specific significant organ systems 
=
lêÖ~å= m~íÜçäçÖó= ^ÖÉåí=

pâáå= iáåÉ~ê=í~ííççë= `ç~ä=

= `çêåë=EâåìÅâäÉëI=ÑáåÖÉê=íáéëF= ^ëÄÉëíçë=

qÜçê~ñLäìåÖë= ^Çìäí=êÉëéáê~íçêó=ÇáëíêÉëë=ëóåÇêçãÉ= pãçâÉI=ÑìãÉë=

= EëÜçÅâ=äìåÖF=

= bãéÜóëÉã~= `ç~ä=

= j~ÅìäÉë= `ç~äI=ëáäáÅ~íÉëI=áêçå=

= kçÇìä~ê=ÑáÄêçëáë= `ç~äI=ëáäáÅ~=

= = páäáÅ~íÉ=Eí~äÅI=ãáÅ~F=

= mêçÖêÉëëáîÉ=ã~ëëáîÉ=ÑáÄêçëáë= `ç~äI=ëáäáÅ~=
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lêÖ~å= m~íÜçäçÖó= ^ÖÉåí=

qÜçê~ñLäìåÖë= aáÑÑìëÉ=ÑáÄêçëáë= ^ëÄÉëíçëáë=
EÅçåíáåìÉÇF= içïÉê=òçåÉ=éêÉÇçãáå~åí=

= aáÑÑìëÉ=ÑáÄêçëáë= `ç~ä=Eê~êÉF=

= rééÉê=òçåÉ=éêÉÇçãáå~åí= páäáÅ~=

= = ^äìãáåáìã=

= = _Éêóääáìã=

= = b^_^G=

= `~êÅáåçã~= ^ëÄÉëíçëI=ëáäáÅ~=

qÜçê~ñLéäÉìê~= mä~èìÉë= ^ëÄÉëíçë=

= kçÇìä~ê=ÑáÄêçëáë= páäáÅ~=

= aáÑÑìëÉ=ÑáÄêçëáë= ^ëÄÉëíçë=

= jÉëçíÜÉäáçã~= ^ëÄÉëíçë=

mÉêáíçåÉìã= jÉëçíÜÉäáçã~= ^ëÄÉëíçë=

mÉêáÅ~êÇáìã= jÉëçíÜÉäáçã~= ^ëÄÉëíçë=
=
G=b^_^=Z=ÉñíêáåëáÅ=~ääÉêÖáÅ=ÄêçåÅÜáçäçJ~äîÉçäáíáëLÜóéÉêëÉåëáíáîáíó=éåÉìãçåáíáëK=
=
=
Organ retention 

=
• cçê=íìãçìêJêÉä~íÉÇ=çÅÅìé~íáçå~ä=ÇÉ~íÜëW=äìåÖ=Eíìãçìê=~åÇ=Åçåíê~ä~íÉê~ä=äìåÖ=Ä~ÅâÖêçìåÇFI=

éäÉìê~I=éÉêáÅ~êÇáìãI=éÉêáíçåÉìã=EáÑ=ãÉëçíÜÉäáçã~FK=

• cçê=åçåJíìãçìê=Å~ëÉëW=ÉñíÉåëáîÉ=ë~ãéäáåÖ=çÑ=äìåÖ=é~êÉåÅÜóã~=íç=ÇÉíÉêãáåÉ=ÉñíÉåí=~åÇ=
ÇáëíêáÄìíáçå=~ë=ïÉää=~ë=Å~ìë~íáçå=çÑ=ÑáÄêçëáëLçíÜÉê=é~íÜçäçÖóK=

=
=
Recommended blocks for histological examination – best practice 
=
• fÑ=ãÉëçíÜÉäáçã~=Ó=íìãçìê=Eíïç=ê~åÇçãFW=áããìåçÜáëíçÅÜÉãáëíêó=ÉëëÉåíá~ä=áå=ìåëìëéÉÅíÉÇ=

Å~ëÉëK=

• fÑ=äìåÖ=Å~åÅÉê=Ó=íìãçìê=Eíïç=ê~åÇçãFK=

• få=åçåJíìãçìê=êÉä~íÉÇ=çÅÅìé~íáçå~ä=ÇÉ~íÜëW=äìåÖ=E~=ãáåáãìã=çÑ=Ñçìê=íáëëìÉ=ÄäçÅâë=êÉèìáêÉÇW=
ìééÉê=äçÄÉI=ãáÇ=òçåÉLãáÇÇäÉ=äçÄÉI=ìééÉê=~ëéÉÅí=äçïÉê=äçÄÉ=~åÇ=äìåÖ=Ä~ëÉF=íç=ÇÉíÉêãáåÉ=
ÉñíÉåíI=ÇáëíêáÄìíáçå=~åÇ=Å~ìë~íáçåK=Eléíáã~ä=íáëëìÉ=ÄäçÅâë=Z=NRFK=

• líÜÉê=çêÖ~åëW=ãóçÅ~êÇáìãI=äáîÉêI=âáÇåÉóëI=ëéäÉÉå=Ó=ÇÉíÉêãáåÉÇ=Äó=ã~ÅêçëÅçéáÅ=ÑáåÇáåÖëK=
=
=
Other samples required 
=
• qÜêÉÉ=O=ÅãP=ë~ãéäÉë=çÑ=äìåÖ=EÅçåíê~ä~íÉê~ä=äìåÖ=áå=íìãçìê=ÇÉ~íÜëF=êÉí~áåÉÇ=Ñçê=ãáåÉê~ä=ÑáÄêÉ=

~å~äóëáë=áÑ=åç=ÑáÄêçÖÉåáÅ=Çìëíë=~êÉ=áÇÉåíáÑáÉÇ=Äó=äáÖÜí=ãáÅêçëÅçéóK=
=
=
The clinicopathological summary 
=
• açÅìãÉåí=ÖêçëëLÜáëíçäçÖáÅ~ä=ÑáåÇáåÖë=êÉä~íáåÖ=íç=çÅÅìé~íáçå~äLáåÇìëíêá~ä=äìåÖ=ÇáëÉ~ëÉK=
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• `çêêÉä~íÉ=ÉñéçëìêÉ=Üáëíçêó=Ñêçã=ÅäáåáÅ~ä=êÉÅçêÇëLïáíåÉëë=ëí~íÉãÉåíë=ïáíÜ=é~íÜçäçÖáÅ~ä=
ÑáåÇáåÖëK=

• aÉíÉêãáåÉ=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åÅÉ=çÑ=ãáåÉê~ä=ÑáÄêÉ=~å~äóëáë=áÑ=éÉêÑçêãÉÇK=

• açÅìãÉåí=çíÜÉê=ÅçåÅìêêÉåí=é~íÜçäçÖóK=

• aÉíÉêãáåÉ=Å~ìëÉ=çÑ=ÇÉ~íÜK=
=
=
Specific cause of death opinions/statements 
=
N~K= j~äáÖå~åí=éäÉìê~ä=ãÉëçíÜÉäáçã~=
NÄK= ^ëÄÉëíçë=ÉñéçëìêÉ=
=
N~K= iìåÖ=Å~êÅáåçã~=
NÄK= ^ëÄÉëíçëáë=
NÅK= ^ëÄÉëíçë=ÉñéçëìêÉ=
=
N~K= _êçåÅÜçéåÉìãçåá~=
NÄK= ^ëÄÉëíçëáë=
=
N~K= oÉëéáê~íçêó=Ñ~áäìêÉ=
NÄK= mêçÖêÉëëáîÉ=ã~ëëáîÉ=ÑáÄêçëáë=EÅçãéäáÅ~íÉÇ=Åç~ä=ïçêâÉêëÛ=éåÉìãçÅçåáçëáëF=
=
N~K= mêáã~êó=äìåÖ=Å~êÅáåçã~=
NÄK= páäáÅçëáë=
NÅK= páäáÅ~=ÉñéçëìêÉ=
=
=
References 
=
NK= ^íí~åççë=oiI=dáÄÄë=^oK=^ëÄÉëíçëJêÉä~íÉÇ=ÇÉ~íÜëK=`ìêêÉåí=aá~ÖåçëíáÅ=m~íÜçäçÖó=OMMOWUX=

PTPÓPUPK=
=
OK= `ê~áÖÜÉ~Ç=gbI=^Äê~Ü~ã=fiI=`ÜìêÖ=^I=dêÉÉå=cevI=häÉáåÉêã~å=gI=mê~íí=m`=Éí=~äK=qÜÉ=

é~íÜçäçÖó=çÑ=~ëÄÉëíçë=~ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=ÇáëÉ~ëÉë=çÑ=íÜÉ=äìåÖë=~åÇ=éäÉìê~ä=Å~îáíáÉëW=Çá~ÖåçëíáÅ=ÅêáíÉêá~=
~åÇ=éêçéçëÉÇ=Öê~ÇáåÖ=ëÅÜÉãÉK=^êÅÜ=m~íÜçä=i~Ä=jÉÇ=NVUOWNMSXRQOÓRVSK=

 
PK= dáÄÄë=^oI=^íí~åççë=oiK=bñ~ãáå~íáçå=çÑ=äìåÖ=ëéÉÅáãÉåëK=^`m=_Éëí=mê~ÅíáÅÉ=kç=NSNK=g=`äáå=

m~íÜ=NVVVWRPWRMTÓRNOK=
=
QK= dáÄÄë=^oI=mççäÉó=caK=^å~äóëáë=~åÇ=áåíÉêéêÉí~íáçå=çÑ=áåçêÖ~åáÅ=ãáåÉê~ä=é~êíáÅäÉë=áå=ÚäìåÖÛ=

íáëëìÉëK=qÜçê~ñ=NVVSWRNXPOTÓPPQK=
=
RK= häÉáåÉêã~å=gI=dêÉÉå=cI=e~êäÉó=o^I=i~éé=kiI=i~èìÉìê=tI=k~ÉóÉ=oi=Éí=~äK=m~íÜçäçÖó=

ëí~åÇ~êÇë=Ñçê=Åç~ä=ïçêâÉêëÛ=éåÉìãçÅçåáçëáëK=^êÅÜ=m~íÜçä=i~Ä=jÉÇ=NVTVWNMPXPTRÓQPOK=
=
SK= páäáÅçëáë=~åÇ=páäáÅ~íÉ=aáëÉ~ëÉ=`çããáííÉÉK=aáëÉ~ëÉë=^ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=ïáíÜ=bñéçëìêÉ=íç=páäáÅ~=~åÇ=

kçåÑáÄêçìë=páäáÅ~íÉ=jáåÉê~äëK=^êÅÜ=m~íÜçä=i~Ä=jÉÇ=NVUUWNNOXSTPÓTOMK=
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=


