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Malawi

ÅLand locked

ÅDominated by Lake Malawi

ÅDensely populated 

(by African standards)

ÅAmong the poorest countries on earth

ÅEconomy 

ïSubsistence agriculture

ïTobacco, tea, coffee

ïTourism 



SPAN

Health in Malawi

ÅLife expectancy 37.5 years

ÅHIV positivity (?30%)

ÅVery high perinatal and childhood mortality

ÅHigh maternal mortality

ÅPeriodic famine

ÅMalaria

ÅSchistosomiasis 
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Context

ÅThe Scotland-Malawi link

ÅPathology involvement to date

ÅChanging priorities

ÅA broader view of laboratory medicine

ÅA suggested way forward
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The Scottish Link

ÅDr Livingstone (Laws, 

Kirk etc)

ÅChurch links (CCAP)
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Our involvement in Malawi

ÅCollege of Medicine (COM) Blantyre

ïSole provider of histopathology

ÅDiagnostic need is massive

ÅEducation need
ÅMedical students

ÅLaboratory technical training

ÅPostgraduate

ÅSupport for existing pathologist (Dr Steve Kamiza)
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