Ghana and Haematology

Volunteers are sought from interested medical, BMS and nursing staff

The British Council has funded a 3 year project to support education in haematology at Korle
Bu teaching hospital, Accra, Ghana. The funding is part of the “developing partnerships in
higher education” (DelPHE) scheme and will cover travel, accommodation and subsistence
costs for haematology health care professionals to travel to Accra for 3 week periods. It is
planned that 3-4 such visits will be undertaken each year by different volunteers. This
scheme is linked to a similar programme in Malawi funded by the Royal College of
Pathologists and the British Council to support postgraduate training in haematology and
microbiology.

Korle Bu hospital is a 1500 bedded hospital with the national transfusion centre on site. The
main haematology laboratory works 24/7 for both in and out patients, and there are also 3
satellite laboratories. Transfusion laboratory testing is provided by the transfusion centre.
There are both in and out patient facilities for haematology patients and a chemotherapy
day ward. The unit is recognised as a haemophilia treatment centre.

Haematology medical staff consist of a Director of Haematology (Dr lvy Ekem), Professor
Ankra Badu, Professor Acquaye,, Dr Olayeni and Dr Ansah (transfusion director). Mr Antwi
Amoateng is the BMS technical head of the haematology section of the laboratory and also
the Quality Control officer. The laboratory takes part in selected UK NEQAS schemes. The
day care unit is staffed by an experienced nursing sister with 5-6 additional dedicated
qualified nurses. Chemotherapy training has been undertaken in-house. There is a well
established timetable of weekly seminars, open to all haematology health professionals and
a timetable of haematology training for post graduate medical staff and for medical
students.

Although teaching in any aspects of haematology would be welcome, training needs that
have been specifically identified include transfusion, quality assurance, laboratory safety
and management, morphology, coagulation, chemotherapy side effects and mechanisms of
action and alternatives.

A timetable will be drawn up to ensure that all training needs are covered over the 3 year
period of the scheme and volunteers are sought to cover the areas identified.

If you are interested in volunteering for this scheme please forward a short
CV covering your areas of interest, expertise and availability to:

Adobea Akuffo Adobea.Akuffo@rcpath.orq




