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We are fortunate that our headquarters benefit from a central London 
location, beautiful surroundings and excellent facilities – and even more 
fortunate that we only pay a peppercorn rent, as the building is Crown 
Property and we contributed to a major refurbishment in 1969.

The College premises 

Following its foundation in 1962, the College offices were located in a succession of London 
premises: Grosvenor Gardens, Chandos House (Royal Society of Medicine) and Park Crescent. In 
1969, thanks to the generosity of the late Sir Michael Sobell, the College was able to acquire a lease 
on its present home in 2 Carlton House Terrace, as co-tenants with the Cancer Research Campaign 
(CRC). The CRC moved its offices out in 1992, other than from the lower ground floor where 
its stores remained until 2004. In 1992, the College adapted all the upper floors for its own use, 
using money raised in an appeal. A £2.25 million internal renovation was made possible through 
the generosity of many benefactors, in particular Dr Jean Shanks (an Honorary Fellow) and The 
Wellcome Trust.

Education Centre 

In 2008, we completed another building project, transforming the lower ground floor into a 
beautiful and versatile Education Centre. It comprises a lecture theatre, meeting room and three 
breakout rooms with full audio-visual facilities that link into the existing conference facilities. The 
project cost £3.5 million, of which the College committed £1 million and the remainder was raised 
from Fellows, organisations and individuals with a passion to promote pathology and increase 
public engagement with laboratory medicine. The facilities are used for the College’s own scientific 
meetings and are also hired out to many other organisations for committee meetings, conferences, 
receptions and dinners. 

2 Carlton House Terrace
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Other College rooms

The ground floor contains the Fleming Room (a large lecture theatre), the Lister ante room, the 
Pasteur meeting room, as well as cloakroom and kitchen facilities. The first floor houses the main 
Watson & Crick Room – a grand room overlooking the Mall, the Hodgkin ante-room, the smaller 
Snow Room and the offices for the President, Registrar and Chief Executive and their secretariat. 
The Hodgkin Room houses the Foster Library, the College’s large collection of antique and gifted 
books and journals, which has been catalogued by our Honorary Librarian, a retired Fellow. 

The second floor houses other College offices and a staffroom and kitchenette. The third floor 
comprises more offices and there is also a small flat and additional bedroom available for use by 
College Officers or Council members when staying in London on College business. Some space is 
sub-let to the Pathological Society of Great Britain and Ireland. The view from the roof is one of the 
most spectacular in London.

The entire building and the reception area are staffed and maintained by our Functions and 
Facilities Department, which also organises the College dinners and ceremonies for new Fellows.

The future

Following the departure of the CRC from the lower ground floor, the College has now bought 
the lease to the entire building in order to fulfil our longstanding objective to increase the public 
engagement in pathology. 
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The right to bear heraldic arms is an honour bestowed by the monarch on 
eminent individuals or institutions. The College was granted this distinction 
in 1963, before receiving its ‘Royal’ accolade by charter in 1970. 

The College crest and logo

The College crest, as it is known, contains various medical and 
educative symbolic references. It conveys a sense of gravitas and is a 
mark of authority to the outside world, highlighting the importance 
of the work of the College. The Latin motto is Sedes invenire et causas 
morborum – ‘to seek the sites and causes of disease’. This resonates in 
our 21st century strapline: ‘Pathology: the science behind the cure’.

The Royal College of Pathologists
Pathology: the science behind the cure

We also recently developed a more modern logo that works in harmony with and complements 
the crest. It is based on two very recognisable images: the DNA double helix and the Staff of 
Aesculapius, which represents medicine and is in the centre of the College crest. When combined, 
these symbols created a beautifully simple and elegant design, which we feel reflects the College’s 
modern, positive and dynamic role in the 21st century, whilst still representing a sense of authority 
within the field of pathology. 

This modern logo is crucial to our new visual identity, which we have developed across all our 
printed and online material to provide a strong, consistent image and enhance the College’s 
reputation for professionalism and high standards. It appeals to a more diverse audience, which 
the College hopes to attract to our new educational and outreach ventures. 
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The College is the sum of all of us – its members around the world. 

Pathology is a large and varied specialty so to ensure we represent everyone’s views, please keep 
in touch. The President is eager to improve communication between you and your College, in 
both directions, and especially with those of you who are overseas. 

We therefore welcome and encourage your participation in national and regional roles and 
committees, your responses to national debates and College consultations, your articles and letters 
for the Bulletin, your assistance in responding to enquiries from the media and the public, and 
your engagement in all areas of College business. 

Please contact us with any comments, queries or suggestions on how the College can improve 
the way it communicates with its members. You can email us at the addresses listed opposite.  
We look forward to hearing from you!

Get involved in your College!
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Contact details

Assessment
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6765
Email: wpba@rcpath.org

Committees and Sub-committees
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6729/6738
Email: see www.rcpath.org/committees 

Conferences and academic activities
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6715
Email: meetings@rcpath.org

Examinations
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6760
Email: exams@rcpath.org

Finance
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6750
Email: finance@rcpath.org

Events and facilities hire
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6740
Email: conference@rcpath.org 

Membership
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6724
Email: membership@rcpath.org

Outreach
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6753
Email: outreach@rcpath.org

Training and educational standards
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6739
Email: training@rcpath.org 

President 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6710
Email: president@rcpath.org

Press and communications
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6752
Email: press@rcpath.org

Professional Standards Unit 
(incorporating CPD and clinical audit)
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6736
Email: psu@rcpath.org

Publications
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6730
Email: publications@rcpath.org

Website (www.rcpath.org)
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6733
Email: webmaster@rcpath.org

Workforce
Tel: +44 (0)20 7451 6726
Email: workforce@rcpath.org

College switchboard: +44 (0)20 7451 6700
General information: info@rcpath.org
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