Appendix A	TNM classification of colorectal tumours (UICC TNM 8)


This update to Appendix A provides updated information on staging using UICC TNM 8, which should be used for all tumours diagnosed after 1 January 2018.


Primary tumour (pT)

pTX 	Primary tumour cannot be assessed
pT0	No evidence of primary tumour
pT1	Tumour invades submucosa
pT2	Tumour invades muscularis propria
pT3	Tumour invades into subserosa or into non-peritonealised pericolic or perirectal tissues
pT4	Tumour perforates visceral peritoneum (4a) and/or directly invades other organs or structures (4b) 


Regional lymph nodes (pN)

pNX	Regional lymph nodes cannot be assessed
pN0	No regional lymph node metastatic disease
pN1	Metastatic disease in 1–3 regional lymph nodes
pN1a		Metastasis in 1 regional lymph node
pN1b		Metastases in 2–3 regional lymph nodes
pN1c 	Tumour deposit(s), i.e. satellites,* in the subserosa, or in non‐peritonealised pericolic or perirectal soft tissue without regional lymph node metastatic disease
pN2	Metastatic disease in 4 or more regional lymph nodes
pN2a		Metastases in 4–6 regional lymph nodes
[bookmark: _GoBack]pN2b		Metastases in 7 or more regional lymph nodes


Distant metastatis (pM)

pM1	Distant metastatic disease
pM1a 	Metastasis confined to one organ without peritoneal metastases
pM1b 	Metastases in more than one organ
pM1c 	Metastases to the peritoneum with or without other organ involvement

*Tumour deposits, or satellites, are discrete macroscopic or microscopic nodules of cancer in the pericolorectal adipose tissue’s lymph drainage area of a primary carcinoma that are discontinuous from the primary and without histological evidence of residual lymph node or identifiable vascular or neural structures.
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