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Haematology audit template 
	Date of completion 
	(To be inserted when completed)

	Name of lead author/
participants
	(To be inserted)



	Specialty
	Haematology

	Title
	An audit of compliance with British Committee for Standards in Haematology (BCSH) guidelines on obtaining consent for systemic anti-cancer chemotherapy

	Background
	The BCSH has published guidelines in 2012 on obtaining consent for systemic anti-cancer chemotherapy. This audit reviews the consent process according to BCSH guidelines.

	Aim and objectives
	1. To confirm that all patients receive written information about systemic anti-cancer chemotherapy, before consenting to treatment.
2. Written information should provide detailed information on the specific chemotherapy protocol being used, in lay terms. Information should include aim of proposed treatment, duration of treatment (number of cycles), possible side effects and possible late effects of treatment.
3. Documentation of consent should be recorded in all patients’ notes.

4. Patients should be offered a copy of the consent form and this should be documented in patient notes.

	Standards and criteria
	Criteria range: 100% compliance, or if not achieved there is documentation in patient notes that explains the variance.
· Before consenting to chemotherapy, all patients should receive written information about systemic anti-cancer chemotherapy.

· All patients should receive written information on the specific chemotherapy protocol being used. Information should include:

· aim of proposed treatment
· duration of treatment (number of cycles)
· possible side effects of treatment given

· possible late effects of treatment. 
Any variance or alternative on information provided should be documented in patient notes as part of the consent process.

· Documentation of consent should be recorded in all patients’ notes or letters.

· All patients should be offered a copy of the consent form, as a record of the decision-making process. 

	Method


	Sample selection:
All patients commencing systemic anti-cancer chemotherapy (oral or parenteral), in the preceding six months.

	Results
	(To be completed by the author)

The results of this audit show the following % compliance with the standards:

Standard

Compliance (%)

Before consenting to chemotherapy, all patients should receive written information about systemic anti-cancer chemotherapy
All patients should receive written information on the specific chemotherapy protocol being used

The protocol-specific information should include

· aim of proposed treatment 

· duration of treatment (including number of cycles)
· possible side effects of treatment given
· possible late effects of treatment

Documentation of consent should be recorded in all patients notes or letters
Patients should be offered a copy of the consent form, as a record of the decision-making process



	Conclusion
	(To be completed by the author)



	Recommendations for improvement

Action plan
	Present the result with recommendations, actions, and responsibilities for action and a timescale for implementation. Assign a person/s responsible to do the work within a time frame.

Some suggestions:

· Highlight areas of practice that are different

· Present findings 

(To be completed by the author – see attached action plan proforma)

	Re-audit date
	

	Reference
	Treleaven J, Gadd E, Cullis J, Favre J, McLeod A, Meller S et al. Guidelines on obtaining consent for systemic anti-cancer therapy in adults. BCSH Guidelines, 2012. 
www.bcshguidelines.com/4_HAEMATOLOGY_GUIDELINES.html?dpage=2&sspage=0&ipage=0


Data collection proforma for patients on obtaining consent for 
systemic anti-cancer therapy
Audit reviewing practice
Patient name: 
Hospital number:
Date of birth: 

	List of investigations
	1

Yes 
	2

No
	3
If no, was there documentation to explain the variance? 
Yes/No plus free-text comment

	Was the patient given written information on systemic chemotherapy before consent to chemotherapy was obtained
	
	
	

	Was there information given specific to the chemotherapy protocol?
	
	
	

	Did the chemotherapy-specific information provide details of:

	Aim of treatment (curative/palliative)
	
	
	

	Duration of treatment 
(number of proposed cycles)
	
	
	

	Possible side effects
	
	
	

	Possible late effects
	
	
	

	Was there documentation of consent recorded in patient’s notes or letters?

(Possibly provide or collect details on quality of documentation)
	
	
	


	Audit action plan: 
An audit of compliance with British Committee for Standards in Haematology guidelines on obtaining consent for systemic anti-cancer chemotherapy.

	Audit recommendation
	Objective
	Action
	Time scale
	Barriers and constraints
	Outcome
	Monitoring
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