
Autumn 2021 Online Examinations 
 

In Autumn 2021, the following examinations will be offered using online delivery to candidates: 
 

• All available Part 1 specialties (please see Appendix 3 in the Regulations and 
Guidelines for whether your specialty is offered in the Spring) 

• Combined Infection Certificate Examination 
 
The College will deliver the written components of these examinations through a company 
called TestReach.  
 
Arrangements for the Part 2, CHAT, CHCCT, and Diploma examinations, including those 
which have been held online in Autumn 2020 and Spring 2021, will be confirmed shortly. 
Examinations which have been held in-person in these sessions will continue in this way. 
 
Candidates will be given the opportunity to trial the TestReach system to familiarise 
themselves with it ahead of the examination. It is a fully live-proctored system and candidates 
will be required to complete both an IT system check and environment check before sitting the 
examination. The system check establishes that the candidate’s device is suitable for use for 
the examination. The environment check establishes that candidates are sitting in a suitable 
area where they do not have access to textbooks, notes and other revision material.  
 
The TestReach system is able to function with fluctuating internet connectivity, and the system 
is secure with safeguards in place to prevent cheating (please see the Online Exams FAQ for 
more information). We have found that some NHS firewalls can block the TestReach live 
proctoring software and cause issues that don’t show up during the system check, so we 
recommend that candidates working within the NHS make arrangements to sit the exam from 
home (or similar).  
 
Once confirmed, dates will be available on the Autumn 2021 News and Dates page.  
 
We have prepared a Frequently Asked Questions document, containing information specific 
to the examination formats and delivery methods, which candidates are strongly 
recommended to read. We hope it will alleviate any concerns candidates may have. This 
document will be constantly under review and will be added to with any further questions 
candidates may have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rcpath.org/trainees/examinations/regulations-and-guidelines/regulations-guidelines-and-policies.html
https://www.rcpath.org/trainees/examinations/regulations-and-guidelines/regulations-guidelines-and-policies.html
https://www.rcpath.org/trainees/examinations/regulations-and-guidelines/frequently-asked-questions.html
https://www.rcpath.org/trainees/examinations/examinations-latest-news-and-calendar/autumn-2021-examination-dates.html
https://www.rcpath.org/trainees/examinations/regulations-and-guidelines/frequently-asked-questions.html

