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In May the people of Wales will elect their representatives
to the National Assembly. A new executive will take
responsibility for a range of devolved areas including
health services.

Asthe population gets olderand long-term conditions
increase it is more important than ever to support good

health, effective disease prevention and treatment.
Pathology is the key to delivering those objectives.

To that end, The Royal College of Pathologists has
developed four priorities that, if delivered, would improve
the health of people in Wales and save money.

Dr Esther Youd
Chair, Royal College of Pathologists Wales
Regional Council



Pathology priorities for Wales - 2016 elections

The Royal College of Pathologists

The Royal College of Pathologists is a charity with over
11,000 members worldwide, most of whom work in
hospitals and universities in the UK.

In every devolved nation of the UK, the College has a
council of local clinicians and scientists directing activity
in their area. The chairs of the Wales, Northern Ireland

Pathology

Involved in 70% of all diagnoses made in the NHS,
pathology is the medical specialty at the heart of modern
healthcare.

Pathology is vital for the diagnosis of cancer, infections
and organ damage, key to screening for congenital
diseases, and essential for monitoring the progress of
disease and its response to treatment, including chronic
illnesses, such as diabetes and liver disease.

From prenatal testing and childhood vaccinations to

The College and pathology

and Scotland councils represent their nations on the
College’s main Council and Trustee Board.

The College is committed to improving patient care
by promoting excellence and maintaining the highest
standards through training, assessments, examinations
and professional development.

cancer screening, diagnosis and monitoring, pathology
is vital at every stage of life.

Anyone who has a blood test, culture for bacteria,
cervical smear or tissue biopsy has a pathologist involved
in their care.

With the right support, pathology can play a central
role in the delivery of a more effective health system
in Wales improving the prevention, diagnosis and
treatment of disease.
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Priority one — Implement the national

medical examiner system

First proposed in 2005 by the Shipman Inquiry, and
subsequently recommended by the investigations
into failings at Mid Staffordshire and Morecambe Bay
NHS trusts, a national system of medical examiners
would scrutinise all deaths. This would provide
answers for families, accurate statistics to inform future
health investment and identify trends in sub-standard
care (such as those identified in the Andrews report,
Trusted to Care), enabling action to be taken at the
earliest opportunity.

In Wales, much has been done already with the
introduction of a mortality review system, examining

deaths in hospitals, but this effort is hampered by variation
between Health Boards and lack of resources. The medical
examiner system would build upon the mortality review
process, ensuring consistency across Wales and extending
it from hospitals to include all deaths.

Nine pilot schemes in England and Wales have
scrutinised over 23,000 deaths over five years. No other
patient safety initiative can provide such benefitsin such a
cost-effective way and the Welsh Assembly Government
should work with the Department of Health in England
to implement the system as soon as possible.

Slide preparation at Cwm Taf Health Board
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Priority two — Train, recruit and retain the

Many pathology specialties face shortages in Wales, both
in medical and scientific staff.

Pathology is key to achieving improved cancer
diagnosis and treatment, improved public health,
and infection prevention and control. Pathologists are
an integral part of clinical teams across all of general
medical and surgical care. Seven day services, an ageing
population and advances in personalised medicine
mean that demands on pathology services will continue
to increase.

As training pathologists and scientists takes between

Demonstrating bacterial culture to
students visiting Royal Glamorgan Hospital
during National Pathology Week, which is
organised by the College every November

right workforce

fiveandtenyearsitisimportantthat sustained investment
in creating a modern workforce is made now. Immediate
investment in training places is needed, together with
recruitment strategies to address current shortages
at junior doctor and consultant level. International
recruitment has suffered by increasingly stringent
immigration laws, which have limited the number of
overseas doctors able to work in the UK.

It is essential that Wales invests in pathology
infrastructure to further develop high quality services that
attract and retain the highest calibre doctors and scientists.
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Priority three — Make molecular pathology

services equally available to all

In October 2015 Cardiff was chosen to be one of six
regional centres of excellence for the Precision Medicine
Catapult. Precision medicine (also known as personalised
medicine) uses patient-specific tests to understand
an individual patient’s disease and select the most
appropriate, safe and cost effective treatment for that
individual. This expertise must be rapidly adopted by the
NHS to maximise the benefits to patients in Wales.

Molecular techniques are changing the management
and diagnosis of a number of diseases including cancer

diagnosis and treatment, and diagnosis of bacterial and
viral infection. But there is huge variation in services
across Wales leading to inequitable access to healthcare.

In contrast to other UK nations, in Wales there is a
single All Wales Medical Genetics Service, which has
expanded in response to changing technology and
science, particularly in cancer care. This expanding
service must be properly funded to ensure equitable
access for all patients in Wales to the diagnostic and
research opportunities this facility offers.
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Priority four — Ensure the right test at the

The Choosing Wisely campaign has been promoted
across England and Wales, encouraging dialogue
between patients and doctors about the value of medical
tests, procedures and treatments.

In addition to ensuring every test is truly necessary,
there are pathology tests that can prevent other potentially
harmful, more invasive or expensive investigations and

right time

treatments. Pathologists play a vital role in ensuring the
right test is performed at the right time.

The Welsh Assembly Government should work with
pathologists to ensure that everyone has access to the
right tests and that all clinicians ordering pathology tests
are trained to do so in the most effective way.
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Gwen
Sticky Note
The Welsh for this logo (if needed)  is 
Coleg Brenhinol y Patholegwyr
Patholeg: y wyddor sy'n gefn i'r iachâd


