
The latest Clostridium difficile figures show a 32% reduction on the same quarter last 

year (15,644 cases)*. Not all healthcare-associated infections are preventable. However, 

this shouldn’t lead to complacency in the battle to continually drive down rates of 

healthcare associated infections. The figures show that there can be, and have been, 

significant reductions**. 

Between January and December 2007 there were 50,392 cases of 

C. difficile reported in patients aged 65 years and over. This represents a 9% 

decrease on the previous calendar year when 55,635 cases were reported 

(between January and December 2006). 

Between April 2007 and March 2008 there were 45,334 cases of C. difficile 

reported in patients aged 65 years and over. 

Medical microbiologists work with biomedical scientists in microbiology 

laboratories and clinical staff on hospital wards or in the community. They 

play a pivotal role in the diagnosis and treatment of patients with infections, 

develop and test new drugs, monitor the spread of resistance and educate 

and advise fellow health professionals on the prudent use of antibiotics.  

* Source: Health Protection Agency 17 July 2008 and relate to the January to March 2008 period, the final 

 quarter in the 2007/2008 financial calendar, providing annual figures. 

** Professor Peter Borriello, Director of the HPA’s Centre for Infections.) 
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