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Clinical immunology audit template
	Date of completion 
	(To be inserted when completed)

	Name of lead author/
participants
	(To be inserted)

	Specialty
	Clinical immunology

	Title
	An audit of compliance with BSACI and NICE guidelines for the documentation and communication of drug allergy testing outcomes

	Background
	Prevention of future reactions is a key component of management of drug allergies. Critical to this is clear documentation and communication of history, investigations and recommendations. This aspect of management receives specific emphasis in both the British Society of Allergy and Clinical Immunology (BSACI) guidelines on drug allergy (2009)1 and the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) guidelines (2014)2 on investigation and management of drug allergy. 
The BSACI guideline states: ‘The patient should be given appropriate, written information about which drugs to avoid. The drugs should be highlighted in the hospital notes and within electronic records where available, and the GP informed.’
The NICE guideline sets out further detail, specifying:

‘After specialist drug allergy investigations, allergy specialists should document:
· the diagnosis, drug name and whether the person had an allergic or non-allergic reaction
· the investigations used to confirm or exclude the diagnosis 
· drugs or drug classes to avoid in future.’
‘Allergy specialists should give the following written information to people who have undergone specialist drug allergy investigation:
· the diagnosis – whether they had an allergic or non-allergic reaction
· the drug name and a description of their reaction 
· the investigations used to confirm or exclude the diagnosis
· drugs or drug classes to avoid in future
· any safe alternative drugs that may be used.’
In addition, the BSACI guideline1 also advises that the engraved allergy bracelets (e.g. MedicAlert) can be useful and recommends that clinicians ‘encourage patient to wear an allergy bracelet stating the cause of the reaction.’

	Aim & objectives
	To assess current practice for communication and documentation of outcomes and recommendations from drug allergy investigation in relation to compliance with BSACI and NICE guidelines.

	Standards & criteria
	Criteria range: 100% or, if not achieved, there is documentation in the case notes that explains the variance.
(Please note that particular investigations used are not assessed in this audit. However, information should be provided to the patient and GP stating the diagnosis, the name of any causative drug(s), a description of the reaction(s), the investigations conducted and their outcomes, any drugs or drug classes to be avoided, and any safe alternatives if applicable).
The recommendations from the aforementioned guidelines were combined to set the following standards:
· written information provided to the patient covering the following:
–   diagnosis 
–   drug name 
–   description of reaction
–   investigations conducted and their outcomes
–   drugs or drug classes to avoid in future
–   safe alternatives
· written information provided to the patient about MedicAlert bracelets if applicable (i.e. if drug allergy confirmed)

· written information to be provided to GP also covering each of the above six fields.

· drug allergy clearly recorded in hospital paper notes

· drug allergy recorded on hospital electronic records.

	Method


	Sample selection: all patients undergoing drug allergy investigation over a 6-month period.

Information collection method: from medical records (electronic and paper).
Data to be collected on proforma (see below).

	Results
	(To be completed by the author)
The results of this audit show the following compliance with the standards:
Investigation
 (%) compliance
Written information provided to the patient on:
Diagnosis
Drug name (potentially implicated drugs under investigation)
Description of the reaction(s)
Investigations conducted and their outcomes
Drug/drug classes to avoid in future
Any safe alternatives
MedicAlert information (if applicable)

Written information provided to the GP on:
Diagnosis

Drug name (potentially implicated drugs under investigation)

Description of the reaction(s)
Investigations conducted and their outcomes
Drug/drug classes to avoid in future
Any safe alternatives
Drug allergy clearly documented in:
Hospital paper notes

Hospital electronic record

Comments: 


	Conclusion
	(To be completed by the author)


	Recommend-
ations for improvement


	Present the results with recommendations, actions, and responsibilities for action and a timescale for implementation. Assign a person(s) responsible to do the work within a timeframe.
Some suggestions:
· highlight areas of practice that are different

· present findings.

	Action plan
	(To be completed by the author – see attached action plan proforma)

	Re-audit date
	(To be completed by the author)
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Data collection proforma for compliance with BSACI and NICE guidelines for documentation and communication of drug allergy testing outcomes
Audit reviewing practice
Patient audit number: 
Patient name:

Hospital number:

Date of birth: 



Consultant/other:
	Standard
	1

Yes 
	2

No
	3   If column 1 not ticked, was there documentation to explain the variance?
Yes/No plus free-text comment
	4   Compliant with guideline if column 1 ticked or an appropriate explanation from column 3. Yes/No/NA

	Written information provided to the patient 

	Diagnosis
	
	
	
	

	Drug name
	
	
	
	

	Description of the reaction(s)
	
	
	
	

	Investigations conducted and their outcomes
	
	
	
	

	Drug/drug classes to avoid in future
	
	
	
	

	Any safe alternatives
	
	
	
	

	MedicAlert information (if applicable)
	
	
	
	

	Written information provided to the GP

	Diagnosis
	
	
	
	

	Drug name
	
	
	
	

	Description of the reaction(s)
	
	
	
	

	Investigations conducted and their outcomes
	
	
	
	

	Drug/drug classes to avoid in future
	
	
	
	

	Any safe alternatives
	
	
	
	

	Drug allergy clearly documented

	Hospital paper notes
	
	
	
	

	Hospital electronic record
	
	
	
	


	Audit action plan
An audit of compliance with BSACI and NICE guidelines for the documentation and communication of drug allergy testing outcomes 

	Audit recommendation
	Objective
	Action
	Timescale
	Barriers and constraints
	Outcome
	Monitoring
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