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Clinical immunology audit template 
	Date of completion 
	(To be inserted when completed)

	Name of lead author/
participants
	(To be inserted)

	Specialty
	Clinical immunology

	Title
	An audit of compliance of immunoglobulin prescribing for secondary antibody deficiency with the second edition of the Clinical guidelines for immunoglobulin use

	Background
	Secondary antibody deficiencies are found in a heterogeneous group of patients who have been treated with immunosuppressive pharmacotherapy or have a medical condition such as haematological malignancy that results in antibody deficiency. The Clinical guidelines for immunoglobulin use provides national direction on indications and dosing for immunoglobulin prescribing. It also provides a framework for demand management of immunoglobulin when product is scarce. Indications for which there are no alternatives are deemed red and are prioritised during times of shortage, followed by blue and then grey indications where the evidence base is less strong or there is variable efficacy. Secondary antibody deficiency is a blue indication. The numbers of patients with secondary antibody deficiency are increasing rapidly and it is essential to ensure immunoglobulin, which is a scarce and expensive resource, is prescribed within guidelines.

	Aim & objectives
	To assess if patients with a diagnosis of secondary antibody deficiency are being prescribed immunoglobulins in line with national prescribing recommendations.

	Standards & criteria
	Criteria range: 100% or, if not achieved, there is documentation in the case notes that explains the variance.
The audit standards used here are from the second edition of the Clinical guidelines for immunoglobulin use, which was updated in 2011.
All these criteria need to be fulfilled:
1. underlying cause of hypogammaglobulinaemia cannot be reversed OR

reversal is contraindicated Or

hypogammaglobulinaemia is associated with non-Hodgkin lymphoma, chronic lymphocytic leukaemia, multiple myeloma or other relevant B-cell malignancy

2. recurrent or severe bacterial infection 

3. continuous oral antibiotic therapy for 3 months IgG <5 g/L (excluding paraprotein)
4. documented failure of serum antibody response to unconjugated pneumococcal or other polysaccharide vaccine challenge.

	Method


	Sample selection: all the new cases (n =…. ) diagnosed with secondary immunodeficiency over a …... months’ period between …………………………………and …………………………. were audited.
Data to be collected on proforma (see below).

	Results
	(To be completed by the author)
The results of this audit show the following compliance with the standards:
Investigation
% compliance
Diagnosis

Irreversible cause of hypogammaglobulinaemia or haematological malignancy present

Increased susceptibility to infection 

Prophylactic antibiotic

Low IgG
Failure of response to vaccination
Comments: 


	Conclusion
	(To be completed by the author)



	Recommend-
ations for improvement


	Present the results with recommendations, actions and responsibilities for action and a timescale for implementation. Assign a person(s) responsible to do the work within a timeframe.
Some suggestions: 

· highlight areas of practice that are different

· present findings.

	Action plan
	(To be completed by the author – see attached action plan proforma)

	Re-audit date
	(To be completed by the author)

	Reference
	Department of Health and Social Care. Clinical guidelines for immunoglobulin use (second edition update). Updated November 2011. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/216671/dh_131107.pdf


Data collection proforma for the compliance of immunoglobulin prescribing for secondary antibody deficiency

Audit reviewing practice

Patient audit number: 
Patient name:

Hospital number:

Date of birth: 

Consultant/other:
	Standard 
	1 

Yes 
	2
No
	3   If column 1 not ticked, was there documentation to explain the variance?
Yes/No plus free-text comment
	4   Compliant with guideline if column 1 ticked or an appropriate explanation from column 3. Yes/No/NA

	Irreversible cause of hypogammaglobulinaemia or haematological malignancy present
	
	
	
	

	Increased susceptibility to infection
	
	
	
	

	Prophylactic antibiotic
	
	
	
	

	Low IgG
	
	
	
	

	Failure of response to vaccination
	
	
	
	

	Diagnosis
	
	
	
	


	Audit action plan
An audit of compliance of immunoglobulin prescribing for secondary antibody deficiency with the second edition of the Clinical guidelines for immunoglobulin use 

	Audit recommendation
	Objective
	Action
	Timescale
	Barriers and constraints
	Outcome
	Monitoring
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