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POLITICIANS AND RESISTANCE 

“Antibiotic  

Resistance Threatens to 
Plunge the World Back to 
the Dark Ages of Medicine”  

 

British Prime Minister David 
Cameron 
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PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS… 

Antibiotic resistance is one of 
the most serious public 
health issues of our time 
 

 

WHO 2014 
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SUBERBUG CRISIS 

MRSA 

Gram 
Negative 

superbugs 

Gram 
Negative 

superbugs 
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POLITICAL MEETINGS… 
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION  

• Meetings since 1996 

• 2011-Focus of 
World Health day 
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NATIONAL LEVEL INITIATIVES 

Belgium 
2009 
APCC 

UK Five year 
plan 2001 
Modified in 
2003 

France 
2001 

Sweden 
STRAMA CDC,NIH, 

FDA 
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NEEDS ACTION… NOT WORDS… 
“We have needed to take action against the 
development of antimicrobial resistance for 
more than 20 years.  
 

Despite repeated warnings, the 
international response has been feeble, the 
World Health Organization has missed 
opportunities to provide leadership, and 
very little progress has been made. 
 

Dr Jeremy Farrar, Director of the Wellcome 
Trust 

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/News/Media-office/Press-releases/2014/WTP056481.htm 
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GLOBAL LEADERSHIP FAILURE 

“International and national actions to 
address AMR have shown what can be 
done, often with good results, but these 
efforts have usually been limited in 
scope and lacking real coordination”. 
 

The evolving threat of antimicrobial resistance 
- Options for action. WHO 2012 
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL NON-PROFIT 
ORGANISATIONS 



SESSION I: PATHOLOGY IS GLOBAL 

“Chennai Declaration” 

   IJC,Dec 2013 



CARBAPENEM RESISTANCE CHENNAI DATA 

Vidya PR,A Ghafur et al.CIDSCON 2012 
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CLINICAL STUDY ON CARBAPENEM SENSITIVE & CARBAPENEM RESISTANT 
BACTEREMIA IN NEUTROPENIC & NON-NEUTROPENIC PATIENTS-                                  
   THE FIRST SERIES FROM INDIA. 

Clinical outcome among Neutropenic group 

30 day mortality 
 
Resistant neutropenic                  (52.94%) 
 Sensitive neutropenics                 (30.23%)  

Mortality p Value 
 

-<0.001  
 
 Abdul Ghafur et al. 

ECCMID Poster No 
P1368, Berlin 2013 
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PAN DRUG RESISTANCE 
Klebsiella  

amikacin 

cefepime 

imipenem 

ceftazidime 

Pip-taz 

cipro 

meropenem 

gentamicin 

colistin 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 



Patie
nt 

Diagno. Prior 
+cultur
es 
.CarR 

Prior 
col/ 
carb 
expos. 

CCU 
stay 
prior  
to 
resist
ance 

Organism Source Treatment 
(days) 

Col 
.MIC 

Micro 
clearance 

Outcome 

1 Trauma + Colistin  45 K.pneumo
niae 

Lung Colistin(12)mero
penem(9) 
tigecycline(12) 

>4 Cleared Expired 

 2 Hematol
ogical 
maligna
ncy 

+ Colistin 
& 
carbape
nem 
 

0 K.pneumo
niae 
 

Gut 
translo
cation 

Colitin(5) 

meropenem (5) 

tigecycline (5) 

Teicoplanin (5) 

32 Cleared Expired 

3 Meningi
oma 

+ Colistin 
& 
carbape
nem 

56 A.bauman
nii  

Unclea
r 

Colistin (7), 

tigecycline (5) 
8 Not 

repeated 
Expired 

 4 Carcino
ma 
larynx 

+ carbape
nem 

2 K.pneumo
niae 
 

Unclea
r 

Not treated 16 Not 
repeated 

Discharged 
AMA 

A.Ghafur.Unpublished data from Apollo Speciality Hospital.Chennai 

Pan Drug Resistance among bacteremic isolates 
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MORE THAN A BILLION! 
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ATTITUDE! 

“Attitude is a little thing that makes a 
big difference” Winston Churchill 
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Chennai declaration strategy 
India needs “An implementable strategy”  and NOT  “A perfect 

strategy” 

 

• Asking for a complete and strict antibiotic 
policy in developing countries may not be 
an intelligent or immediately viable option. 

• In developing countries, rules on antibiotics 
usage  should be liberal at first and then 
made stricter stepwise.. 
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INTERNATIONAL JOURNALS 
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INTERNATIONAL POLICY MEETINGS 
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MINISTRY MEETING TO DISCUSS CHENNAI 
DECLARATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL 
ANTIBIOTIC POLICY – SEPT 2013 
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GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
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NEW INDIAN RULE ON OTC 
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NATIONAL ANTIBIOTICS GUIDELINES 
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CHENNAI DECLARATION: FIVE YEAR PLAN 

Indian J Med Microbiol 2014  0;1:7.  
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BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY DISCUSSION ON 
ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE 

Parliamentary undersecretary for health 
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CHANGE! 
 

“Be the change that you wish to see in 
the   world.”  Mahatma Gandhi 
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GLOBAL LEADERSHIP & COLLABORATION 



SESSION I: PATHOLOGY IS GLOBAL 

ANTIBIOTICS FREE PERIOD 
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TOGETHER, WE CAN WIN THE WAR! 
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GOOD NEWS… 
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www.chennaideclaration.org 

 



Wednesday 5th November 2014 

The Royal College of Pathologists 


