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Job Description for Regional Public Engagement Coordinators 
Background
In recent years, the College has recognised the importance of explaining its work and the work of pathologists to the wider public and the result is known as the Public Engagement Programme. Public Engagement activities are currently guided by the Director of Public Engagement and coordinated by the Public Engagement Manager who works closely with the Press and Communications Manager. The main aims of the programme are to:

· increase public awareness, understanding and interest in pathology 
· support the teaching and learning of science in secondary schools
· support and encourage pathologists to become involved in science engagement activities with their local communities.

The College’s public engagement programme includes, developing and delivering activities at science festivals throughout the year, coordinating science communication training for pathologists and scientists, creating interactive resources linked to the curriculum for secondary schools, collaborating with a range of organisations, including museums, and science centres to engage a range of audiences about pathology.  National Pathology Year 2012 is also part of the programme, however, that project will have its own specific Regional Coordinators.

The programme has been a great success; however, a need has now risen to have Regional Public Engagement Coordinators, to support the central team in delivering the programme successfully across the UK.  

Person Specification
The Regional Coordinator should have experience of developing and delivering public engagement activities. The Coordinator can be a pathologist, scientist or trainee. 

Duties of the role
1. to provide support and encouragement for pathologists and scientists in the region wishing to take part in public engagement activities
2. to aid the central team liaise with other organisations e.g. museums, science centres within the region to develop events and activities
3. to help the central team coordinate requests for speakers and activities at local schools and other public events
4. to liaise with their local STEM Coordinator over school activities
5. to promote RCPath educational resources available for download to pathologists and scientists
6. to work with the central team to provide activities, as well as pathologists and scientists for local science festivals 
7. to provide updates to the central team

Coordinators are not expected to organise all regional events themselves.


Appointment
Regional Coordinators will be appointed through a small formal application and telephone interview. More than one Regional Coordinator may be appointed. 
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