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Haematology audit template 
	Date of completion 
	(To be completed by the author)



	Name of lead author/
participants
	(To be inserted)

	Specialty
	Haematology

	Title
	An audit of compliance with the British Committee for Standards in Haematology (BCSH) guidelines for laboratory diagnosis of malaria

	Background
	Standards for this audit tool are drawn from the BCSH guidelines for laboratory diagnosis of malaria

	Aim and objectives
	To ensure procedures for malarial parasite identification meet criteria outlined in the above BCSH guideline

	Standards and criteria
	Criteria range 
100% compliance or, if not achieved, documentation that explains variance.
· Each Malarial parasite blood film was examined by two observers.

· All P falciparum or P knowlesi infections had accompanying % parasitaemia also reported.

· All postive RDT/QBC tests were confirmed by microscopy.

· All positive malaria were referred to Malarial Reference Laboratory (MRL).
· Where appropriate, the reference laboratory provides a PCR speciation report.
· All negative reports include a statement that indicates a negative result does not exclude a diagnosis of malaria
· All batches of stain are tested with a known Plasmodium ovale or Plasmodium vivax.

	Method


	Sample selection
Review all requests for malarial parasite investigations for the previous six months.
Data to be collected on proforma (see below).

	Results
	(To be completed by the author)

The results of this audit show the following compliance with the standards:
Investigation

% compliance

Each malarial parasite blood film was examined by two observer
All P falciparum or P knowlesi infections had accompanying % parasitaemia also reported.

All positive RDT/QBC tests were confirmed by microscopy

All positive malaria were referred to Malarial Reference Laboratory (MRL)

Where appropriate, the reference laboratory provided a PCR speciation report
Do negative reports include a statement that indicates a negative result does not exclude a diagnosis of malaria

All batches of stain are tested with a known Plasmodium ovale or Plasmodium vivax
Does the laboratory participate in an external quality assessment scheme (EQAS) for blood parasite identification/screening?


	Conclusion
	(To be completed by the author)



	Recommend-
ations for improvement

Action plan
	Present the results with recommendations, actions and responsibilities for action and a timescale for implementation. Assign a person/s responsible to do the work within a timeframe.

Some suggestions:

· highlight areas of practice that are different
· present findings.
(To be completed by the author – attached action plan proforma)

	Re-audit date
	(To be completed by the author)

	Reference
	Bailey JW , Williams J , Bain BJ, Parker-Williams J, Chiodini PL for the General, Haematology Task Force of the British Committee for Standards in Haematology. Guideline: the laboratory diagnosis of malaria. British Journal of Haematology, 2013.
www.bcshguidelines.com/4_HAEMATOLOGY_GUIDELINES.html?dpage=8&dtype=All&dstatus=Current&dsdorder=A&dstorder=&dmax=10&dsearch=&sspage=0&ipage=0#gl


Data collection proforma for the diagnosis and management of the 
diagnosis of malaria
Audit reviewing practice 
Patient name:          

Hospital number:

Date of birth: 

	List of investigations
	1

Yes 
	2

No
	3
If no, was there documentation to explain the variance? 
Yes/No plus free-text comment
	4
Compliant with guideline based on Yes from column 1 or an appropriate explanation from column 3. Yes/No

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Audit action plan

An audit of compliance with the British Committee for Standards in Haematology (BCSH) guidelines for Laboratory Diagnosis of Malaria

	Audit recommendation
	Objective
	Action
	Timescale
	Barriers and constraints
	Outcome
	Monitoring
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