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Cellular pathology audit template
	Date of completion 
	(To be inserted when completed)

	Name of lead author/
participants
	(To be inserted)



	Specialty
	Cellular pathology/osteoarticular

	Title
	An audit of soft tissue sarcoma reporting in resection specimens

	Background
	Datasets published by The Royal College of Pathologists define the core data items that are to be included in the histology reports of different cancers to ensure that all necessary data is provided. 
In 2017, the Dataset for histopathology reports on soft tissue sarcomas was revised, which states the data items to be included when reporting soft tissue sarcoma resection specimens. The dataset specifies certain data should be included in all reports.
Sarcomas are such rare tumours that there is an absolute necessity to collect comprehensive and uniform datasets across the UK if the country is to contribute to a better global understanding of the incidence, nature, management and outcomes of soft tissue sarcomas.

	Aim & objectives
	To determine whether:

· the full recommended datasets are being recorded

· additional or alternative data are being regularly collected when soft tissue sarcomas are reported in each of the sarcoma multidisciplinary teams (MDTs) in the UK.

	Standards & criteria
	Criteria range: 100%
The agreed standards

Each data item stated in the dataset for inclusion in histology reports.
Additional standards
The dataset includes data that might be collected but is not included in the recommended datasets (e.g. criteria for generating the FNCLCC [Fédération Nationale des Centres de Lutte Contre Le Cancer] scores).

	Method


	Responsible person

The lead pathologist for each sarcoma MDT to identify one pathologist from the MDT to lead on this study in each primary treatment sarcoma centre.
Sample selection
· Retrospective selection of all soft tissue sarcoma resections, undertaken in a primary sarcoma treatment centre following positive needle biopsy.
· Review of histopathology resection reports.
· Record whether the following data items are/are not included in each report:
· site of tumour 
· depth from surface
· maximum tumour dimension (in mm)
· histological type (and subtype): grade (FNCLCC)
· tissue planes involved (indicate all planes)
· distance to nearest margin .......... mm
· type of tissue at margin ..................……….
· immunohistochemical profile
· cytogenetic and molecular genetic data (for small round cell tumours)
· SNOMED codes. 
· Note whether other data are routinely collected.
Data to be collected on proforma (see below).

	Results
	(To be completed by the author)
The results of this audit show the following % compliance with the standards:
% compliance
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	Conclusion
	(To be completed by the author)



	Recommend-ations for improvement

	Present the result with recommendations, actions, and responsibilities for action and a timescale for implementation. There are currently no UK meetings specifically for sarcoma pathologists. Since the national external quality assurance scheme became virtual, the meeting opportunity for sarcoma pathologists no longer exists. It would be desirable for such meetings to take place.
Some suggestions:
· initiate a national discussion about the relevance and value of existing recommendations
· evaluate the rationale for any variation in data collection and derive a consensus for reporting.

	Action plan
	(To be completed by the author – see attached action plan proforma)

	Re-audit date
	(To be completed by the author)

	Reference
	Fisher C. Dataset for histopathological reporting of soft tissue sarcomas. London, UK: The Royal College of Pathologists, 2017. 
https://www.rcpath.org/profession/publications/cancer-datasets.html


Data collection proforma for soft tissue sarcoma reporting 
Audit reviewing practice 
	Criteria
	Degree of adequacy (0–5) of recording

	Current dataset parameters

	Site of tumour 
	

	Depth from surface: 
	

	Maximum tumour dimension: ………………..… mm
	

	Histological type (and subtype): 
	

	Grade (FNCLCC): 
	

	Tissue planes involved (indicate all planes):
	

	Distance to nearest margin .......... mm
	

	Type of tissue at margin ..................……….
	

	Immunohistochemical profile
	

	Cytogenetic and molecular genetic data (for small round cell tumours):
	

	SNOMED codes: T…………… M…………..
	

	
	

	Routinely collected data, not part of current dataset parameters

	Vascular invasion
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Audit action plan
An audit of soft tissue sarcoma reporting in resection specimens

	Audit recommendation
	Objective
	Action
	Time scale
	Barriers and constraints
	Outcome
	Monitoring
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