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Field Microbiology in West Africa 

UK Response 

Å European Mobile Lab Deployment 

Å PHE Laboratory Deployment 

Å Support and Logistics 

Å Provision of Public Health Service 

Å Maintaining Service provision with 

added Research and Development 

Å Legacy planning 

Å Personal Reflections 
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The European Mobile Lab - EMLab  

Deployment 

26th March 2014 



The European Mobile Lab ï EMLab 

The Road from Conakry to Gueckedou 
 

27th March 2014 



The European Mobile Lab - EMLab  

Ebola Outbreak in Guinea 

30th March 2014 



Trip 1: PHE-led laboratories in Sierra Leone 

Kerry Town (Western Area) 

ÅDFID-funded Kerry Town ETU 

ÅNGO- Save the Children /Aspen 

 

Makeni (Bombali Region) 

ÅDFID-funded Makeni ETU 

ÅNGO- International Medical Corps 

 

Port Loko (Northern Region) 

ÅDFID-funded Port Loko ETU 

ÅNGO- GOAL 
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PHE Sierra Leone laboratories  

PHE Ebola Training  

Kerry Town PHE Laboratory: 

Opened 28th October 

Port Loko: PHE-led laboratory 

Opened 5th December 

Makeni: PHE-led laboratory 

Opened  8th  December 



Kerry Town laboratory 
1 laboratory; 2 roles 

Å PHE-led Ebola molecular diagnostics 

Å MOD clinical chemistry & haematology 
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Kerry Town laboratory: 

Opened 28th Oct 2014 
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Makeni & Port Loko laboratories 
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Port Loko 19th Nov  
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Makeni 19th Nov 
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Port Loko 23rd nov 
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Install Equipment 
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Commission isolators 
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Port Loko Laboratory 

(opened 5.12.14) 
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Makeni Laboratory  

(opened 8/12/14) 

  19 Microbiology services commitment to Ebola crisis 



Finishing touch 
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Support and Logistics 

Å PHE 

Å MOD 

Å DFID 

Å MOH 

Å Commercial 

Suppliers 
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Lab staff remit:- labourer, electrician, 

chippy, cleaner, entertainer, negotiator 

and finally a scientist!  
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Challenging ï prepared for unexpected 
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PHE Service provision 

ÅDiagnostic Service ï not enough 

Å Public Health Service required 

ÅOur USP 
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